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“I’m seventy-six years old. I have 
no dependents, but better than 
that, I’m dependent on no one! 

It is a source of great satisfaction 
and peace of mind to me to know 
that my investments in Moody 
Annuities give me not only a better 
regular income during my natural 
lifetime, but also I have the added 
assurance that the principal will 
go on, indefinitely, doing the Lord’s 
work long after I have passed on.” 


Yes, Mr. S. (pictured above) is looking forward to the coming years. 
He has planned for them . . . planned wisely, both for his own needs 
and for the Lord’s. You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous 
income for the rest of your life. After signing an annuity agreement, 
you are free from bother and worry. For 47 years Moody Annuity 
returns have arrived om time and have remained the same, regardless 
of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They ase “burglar- 
proof” because they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. 
If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary 
without interruption. 

And, through investing your money in this way, you have the joy 
of knowing your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors 
and other Christian workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through 
the printed word, gospel-science films, daily gospel broadcasts and 
the other varied ministries of Moopy B1BLE INSTITUTE. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET... 


Send the coupon today for your 

free copy of DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. 

It'll tell you all you want to know about 
Moody. Annuities... how they can be 
arranged to suit your circumstances and 
provide possible tax exemption. 
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Uy MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept.ET21-: | 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 

©) Please send me Dovste Divinenps, the story of the Moody Annuity plan. 


0 I am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. Please send me booklet, 
“You CAN Take It With You” 


Name. Age. 


Address. 


City. Zone. State. 
MOODY ANNUITIES ARE SAFE -EORCR io) SATISFYING 
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LETTERS 


* tothe Editors * 





FUTURE ENGINEER APPROVES 


Congratulations on your willingness to 
publish C. Stacey Woods’ article. As an 
IVCF member, I have read many of his 
articles, and have agreed with most of his 
writings. For some reason I have found 
few evangelical Christians willing to reason 
things out. They seem to forget God does 
not require us to accept things simply be- 
cause they have been done in the past. 

I particularly like Mr. Woods’ pointing 
out that we may be required ‘by God .to 
become citizens of the country to which He 
has called us. So be it. 


As an electrical engineering student who 
is considering the opportunities God has 
opened for non-professional missionary 
work, I wish to thank you again and hope 
there will be more from the same author. 

Kenneth Taylor 
Newark College of Engineering 
Newark, N. J. 


As general secretary of the American Mis- 
sion to the Greeks, exclusive representative 
of the Evangelical Church of Greece, I say 
a whole-hearted amen to what Mr. Woods 
says. I firmly believe in the indigenous 
church that is self-governed. The Evangeli- 
cal Church of Greece is making an impact 
on the nation because of this. Of course, 
we stand by it financially in this hour of 
great financial crisis and we are doing a 
great deal in this distribution of Scriptures 

. . and evangelical literature. 

Spiros Zodhiates 
American Mission to Greeks 
New York City 


SOME PREFER GUITARS, MR. ELMORE 


In your September issue of ETERNITY you 
printed a letter from a woman who seemed 
a little upset over the “hillbilly” type music 
used in some churches. Although I too pre- 
fer the “more stately” church music, I have 
known people who receive as much spiritual 
blessing from a trio with a guitar accom- 
paniment as I do from an organ and the 
best trained choir. 


After all, what about those who write 
this music? If it is done as the Spirit leads, 
are they not honoring God the best way 
they know? 


Remember the widow whose story is re- 
corded in St. Luke 21? She gave to God all — 
that she had, while so many others gave only 
of their abundance. Today we do have a 
large supply of “good church music,” but 
who are we to judge those who give to God 
all that they have, just because it is different 
from what we may give? Therefore, are we 
not looking at this from our own point of 
view rather than trying to understand what 
God deems acceptable? 

Joann W. Work 


State College, Pa. 








Keaw fad! 


Have you ever heard someone 
described as a “conversational bull 
in a china shop”? Quite often the 
trouble with such people is that 
they don’t take time to consider the 
full implication of the words they 


But before we throw stones, let's 
see just how easy it is to say or do 
the wrong thing ourselves. Inad- 
vertently, our words often imply 
something quite different from 
what we intend. There was recently 
a widely-publicized instance of this 
in connection with a 
judge’s decision in 
easitieg a will. The 
document had di- 
rected that the in- 
come from a $75,000 
trust should be dis- 
tributed “to persons 
who believe in the 
fundamental _princi- 
ples of the Christian 
religion and in the 
Bible and who are 
endeavoring to pro- 
mulgate the same.” 

The will was contested when 
some nephews and nieces of the de- 
ceased man decided to use the ex- 
cuse that “there is no common 
agreement as to what constitutes the 
fundamental principles of Christian- 
ity.” The district judge who heard 
the testimony agreed with those 
who were attempting to break the 
will. He ordered the money to be 
distributed among them. 

Fortunately, however, the Su- 
preme Court of the state reversed 
the district court, stating that the 
trustees of the estate need not have 
absolute knowledge that the bene- 
ficiaries believe in the fundamental 
principles of the Christian religion 
but only that they are trying to pro- 
mulgate these principles. But all 
of this points up the danger of be- 
lieving that Christian terminology 
is commonly understood just be- 
cause we use it casually day by day. 
It is particularly dangerous when, as 
in the will referred to above, we 
fail to be sufficiently specific in our 
attempt to make certain that the 
money which the Lord has entrusted 
to us be used properly in Christian 
work. This can result in leaving the 
interpretation, after our death, to 
men who may have no concept 
whatever of our actual intent. 





Quite recently, a friend wrote to 
me regarding her will and pointed 
out that the man whom she had 
selected as trustee was not an evan- 
gelical Christian. She was interested, 
therefore, in rewriting her will. She 
wanted to be sure that the purposes 
which she felt should be carried out 
for the Lord might be accomplished. 
This pointed out another danger 
which this woman was interested in 
correcting—the matter of leaving 
in the hands of non-Christian trus- 
tees or executors the decision as to 
how bequests are to be divided and 
what constitutes Christian work. 

It is possible with the best of 
intentions to make mistakes in pre- 
paring a will which 
can invalidate our 
real intent. It is a 
technical matter at 
the best which cer- 
tainly deserves the 
attention of an ex- 
perienced —_ lawyer. 
And if we are plan- 
ning to remember 
the Lord it the final 
disposition of that 
with which He has 
entrusted us, it is also 
very important to have good spirit- 
ual advice in conjunction with good 
legal advice. 

The Evangelical Foundation is 
prepared to consult with you and 
your legal counsel to the end that 
the pitfalls mentioned above may 
be avoided and that the funds which 
you wish used in Christian work 
oe used as effectively as possi- 

le. 

A properly drawn will with a 
strong Christian testimony is a real 
witness to our loved ones and can 
be greatly used of the Lord in ex- 
tending the ministry of Christian 
work. Every Christian who has. not 
already properly provided for the 
distribution of his estate should give 
serious and prayerful consideration 
to these matters under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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COMMENDATION FROM SOUTHERN LEADER 
Your article entitled “Hromadka-Red 
Stooge or Saint?” is certainly good and I 
am glad that you have published it. I feel 
that Dr. Hromadka has been gravely ma- 
ligned by some anti-communist enthusiasts 
in this country and I feel that you have 
done him and the Christian public in gen- 
eral a real service in having this interview 
and then publishing it in your excellent 


paper. 
Asheville, N. C. 


L. Nelson Bell (M.D.) 





Speaking 
Engagements 


MEL DIBBLE 
Evangelist 


October 3 through 10—Oakland Bap- 
tist Church, Roanoke, Va.; October 12 
—First Baptist Church, Hamilton, 
Ohio; October 17 through 24—First 
Baptist Church, Groveland, Fla.; Octo- 
ber 31—First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


October 3 through 6—Springfield 
Mennonite Church, Pleasant Valley, 
Penna.; October 9, 10—Mennonite 
Church, Denver, Penna.; October 11 
through 15—Evangelical United Breth- 
ren Church, East Greenville, Penna.; 
October 17 through 20—Bethany Men- 
nonite Church, Quakertown, Penna.; 
October 24 through 27—Second Men- 
nonite Church, Philadelphia, Penna. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Contributing Editor 


Prof. Philadelphia Bible 





Institute 
October 10, 17—First Brethren Church, 
Philadelphia, Penna.; October 23— 
First Baptist Church, Easton, Penna.; 
October 30—Youth for Christ, Potts- 
ville, Penna.; October 31—Primrose 
Chapel, Primrose, Penna. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


October 1—Laymen’s Bible Group, 
Westminster, Md.; October 2—You'! 


for Christ, Hampstead, Md.; October 
3—Independent Fundamental Church, 
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NOW AND LATER 


The cover of this month’s issue is a 
reproduction of the painting “Isaiah” 
by Guy Rowe, from /n Our Image by 
Houston Hart and Guy Rowe, copyright 
1949 by Oxford University Press, Inc. 

In this issue the Editor resumes his 
Meditations—this time in the book of 
Isaiah. 

* * * 


“The Sickle or the Cross?” is an 
abridged chapter from the forthcoming 
book, America’s Spiritual Recovery, by 
Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, President Eisen- 
hower’s pastor. The book will be re- 
leased this fall by Fleming H. Revell. 


* * * 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s article, “Christ 
the Prophet,” is a chapter from his 
forthcoming 500-page tome on The 
Second Coming of Christ. We are using 
this portion with the kind permission of 
the publishers, W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 

In view of the world-wide, publicity 
given to the theme of the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston a solidly Biblical 
work on the Second Coming is most 
apropos. 

* * * 

One of the surprising developments— 
both to evangelicals and U. S. liberals— 
was the strong voice for conservative 
theology that was heard at Evanston. 

The Germans, the Dutch and some of 
the British as well as those from the Far 
East plumped for a greater Biblical 
emphasis. 

The Editor presents his first analysis 
of the events at Evanston that reveals 
this interesting trend. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


October 3, 17, 24, 31—Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
October 4, 18, 25—New York Bible 
Class, St. ‘Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y.; October 5 through 
8—Union campaign, the Armory, 
Brainerd, Minn.; Oct. 10 through 15— 
Union campaign, Grand Avenue 
Temple, Kansas City, Mo.; October 
19 through 22—Fourth i 

Church, Washington, D. C.; October 
26 through 29—Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry. of Eternity, The 
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ISAIAH (1:1) 
Isaiah was one of the greatest men in the history of the 


. world. Certainly he must be ranked above David and 


Solomon and all the kings before Christ. How we need 
men like him in our day. Slotki has described him thus: 
“He united deep religious feeling with a profound know- 
ledge of the world, and everyday life. His intellectual gifts 
and fine qualities of heart were harmoniously blended, his 
vision was clear and his judgment unerring. Great in 
thought and action, he was inflexible in his religious de- 
mands and unhesitating in his political advice or direction 
to king and people. He stood with his head in the clouds 
and his feet standing on the solid earth, with his heart in the 
things of eternity and with his hands and mouth in the 
things of time, with his spirit in the eternal counsel of God 
and his body in a very definite moment of history.” 

Lord, fill us with the Spirit that made Isaiah great. 


THE VISION WHICH ISAIAH SAW (1:1) 


The name Isaiah signifies in its original Hebrew, “help 
(or deliverance) of God;” a name in compléte harmony 
with the great prophet’s teachings and hopes. What you 
think of the book of Isaiah and what you take from it in 
growth depends on whether you think this to be the word 
of Isaiah or the Word of God. The vision which came 
to Isaiah was from Jehovah. The words are the words of 
Jehovah though the voice was the voice of Isaiah as the 
words came to men, and the pen was the pen of Isaiah as 
the inspired words were written down. We must never 
forget that God has told us that “the prophecy came not 


in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake : 


as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). The 

word moved denotes the action of the wind carrying a sail- 
boat before it. 

Lord, speak to men through us today 

im accordance with Thy Word. 


CONCERNING JUDAH AND JERUSALEM (1:1) 


This is the true burden of the book. It is not concerning 
the “church” and it is not concerning the “world.” One of 
the greatest errors that ever crept into the church is that 
which confounds the church with Israel. The interpreters 
who follow this error take all of the promises as applying 
to the church and all the curses as belonging to the Jews. 
This will become more evident as we study the book. We 
do not hereby take the promises away from the believers 
of our day, for we are to live, not by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God (Mt. 4:4). 


4 Obedience to the Word denotes the presence of the Lord 


MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Jsaiah. 








By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


These promises are ours in the same sense that we know 
that when He sees the blood He will pass over us (Ex. 
12:13). But just as we do not kill lambs as in Exodus, so we 
do not displace the ancient people from the place of their 
call. There are enough primary promises for each. 

Lord, may we love Thy Jerusalem (Psa. 122:6). 


HEAR, O HEAVENS, AND GIVE EAR, O EARTH (1:2) 


This is the way that Moses began his wonderful song 
(Deut. 32:1), and this is the way the saints in glory will 
sing when the warfare of earth is forever ended (Rev. 15:3). 
This is also the phrase which the Pope uses, blasphemously, 
as a preface to all his encyclicals. It is used by Moses as 
a song of praise for all that God has done for His people; 
it is used by Isaiah as a lament by God for Israel’s in- 
gratitude and backsliding. This planet of ours may be a 
smal] speck in the midst of an infinitely great universe, 
but it is the stage on which the whole drama of sin and 
redemption is played. Therefore the earth is linked to 
Heaven, and Heaven is interested in all that takes place 
on earth. This reference to the Pentateuch is the first of a 
hundred or more that show that the books of Moses were 
in existence hundreds of years before the critics say they 


were written. 
Lord, may we live on earth so that Heaven may rejoice. 


SONS HAVE I MADE GREAT AND EXALTED (1:2) 


The original Hebrew means far more than mere child 
training. God could say of the Egyptians or any other nation 
that He had fed them and brought them up, but this is 
a reminder that He had made this people His chosen people, 
so that their sin was against grace. When He brought them 
out of Egypt ‘He told Moses, “You shall be unto me above 
all people for all the earth is mine; and you shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5, 6). 
And*He commanded Moses to say to Pharaoh, “Israel is 
my son, even my firstborn” (Ex. 4:22). They had been the 
objects of such great grace that to go against the Lord 
who had saved them and exalted them was a sin of highest 
presumption. The greatest of all sins is to sin against the 
love of God. 

Lord, keep us from sinning agairst Thy love. 


THEY HAVE REBELLED AGAINST ME (1:2) 


The Hebrew pronoun is very emphatic: They to whom I 
have shown such grace, it is they who have rebelled against 
Me. The same charge is brought against them again and 
again throughout the Scriptures. As the first part of the 
verse refers to the song of Moses, so does this clause, for 
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we read, “Do you thus requite the Lord, O foolish people 
and unwise? Is not he your Father who has bought you? 
Has he not made you and established you? You carelessly 
dismissed from your mind the Rock that begat you, and 
have forgotten the God who formed you. . . He said, 
they are a generation that constantly goes away from me, 
children in whom is no faith” (Deut. 32:6, 18, 20). From 
the outset we must remember that “all these things hap- 
pened unto them for examples, and they are written for 
our admonition, on whom the ends of the ages are come” 
(1 Cor. 10:11). 

Lord, keep us from following the rebellious example. 


THE OX RECOGNIZES ITS OWNER (1:3) 


There are four clauses here: the first and third in balance 
and the second with the fourth. The ox recognizes its owner 
. . . Israel does not recognize Me. Strange that the animal 
creation has more sense than man! God says through 
Jeremiah that the stork knows the time of its migrations, 
and the turtle dove, the crane and the swallow observe 
the time of their coming, but My people know not the 
judgment of God (Jer. 8:7). The world may talk about 
horse-sense, but God talks about ox-sense and ass-sense 
and bird-sense, and proves that there is more sense in the 
dumb animal than there is in man, yes, more than there 
is in men who have been the objects of the highest grace 


‘of God. The reason is that no creature has ever rebelled 


against God’s role for it, except man. 
Lord, may we ever recognize Thee in all things. 


THE ASS KNOWS ITS MASTER’S CRIB... 
MY PEOPLE DO NOT CONSIDER (1:3) 


The idea inherent in this comparison is that the dumb 
animal could find his way to the place of food and shelter 
but that the Lord’s own people gave no consideration to 
the source of their true benefits. The Lord was their pro- 
vider and shelter yet they went in strange paths seeking 
their nourishment from strange gods. All of the ills of 
Israel—and all of our ills-come from this same _ basic 
ignorance and lack of consideration. When Jesus wept over 
Jerusalem He said, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
But now they are hid from thine eyes” (Lk. 19:42). Here 
is the plain statement that if we are not in perfect peace, 
it is because we do not recognize our Lord and know the 
way to His source of supply. All is for us in Christ through 
the Word if we will have ass-sense. 

Lord, teach us to know. 


NATION ... PEOPLE... OFFSPRING ... SONS... (1:4) 


They were far from God as a nation, as a race, as to 
their ancestry and as to themselves. They had been called 
a “holy nation” (Ex. 19:6), and a “holy people,” a “special 
people, above all the people on the face of the earth” (Deut. 
7:6). How the mighty are fallen! It was not a new thing for 
them to be lower than the ox and the ass—their parents 
had been rebels before them, they came from rebellious 
ancestors, they were the offspring of evildoers. Worst of 
all they who had been chosen as the radiation point for 
the grace of God had become the radiation point for 
corruption. Like their fathers (Deut. 32:5), they were deal- 
ing corruptly, they could be called “sons degenerate.” How 
we should tremble before such an arraighment. They had 
been given such a high position and yet had failed of the 
grace of God. The churches of Asia were told that they 
would have their lampstand removed if they did not repent 
and return to their first love (Rev. 2:5). 

Lord, keep us from falling-from our high. privilege. 
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THEY HAVE FORSAKEN JEHOVAH (1:4) 


After the four phrases accusing them as nation, people, , 
offspring and sons, there are four phrases showing their 
spiritual decline and degradation. The Hebrew is very. 
strong: “they have forsaken Jehovah himself.” This was an 
apostasy in their disposition. Their hearts were turned away, 
not merely from their Creator God, but from their Re- 
deemer Jehovah who had loved them with such a tender 
love. Here is another reference to Moses (Deut. 28:20; 31: 
16). Isaiah uses the word constantly—eleven times in the 
first 39 chapters and nine times in the last 27 chapters. It is 
a word that describes a man who has been joined to a wife 
and who has dwelt with her in blessing and then has 
deliberately abandoned her for a harlot. There is a filthy 
desecration involved in the action that shows the innate 
depravity of man. 

Lord, preserve us from our baser selves. 


THEY HAVE DESPISED THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL (1:4) 


The old translation—provoked—indicates that they have 
done something that called forth the anger of the Lord. 
But the verb denotes an action on their part—spurning or 
despising the Holy One of Israel. Moses uses this word 
of them four times (Num. 14:11, 23; 16:30; Deut. 31:20). 
The apostasy which began in the heart is here manifested 
as an apostasy of attitude. And as the first apostasy was 
against the Lord in His character as their Redeemer, so 
this apostasy is against Him in His special character as the 
Holy One of Israel. He had become peculiarly theirs and 
they spurned Him in this relationship. They wanted their 
own way of unholiness and His presence embarrassed them. 
It was God who had named Himself thus (2 Ki. 19:22), and 
this name is found three times in the Psalms, three times 
in other writers but 25 times in Isaiah. 

Lord, ever reveal Thyself as the Holy One. 


THEY ARE TURNED AWAY BACKWARD (1:4) 
After the apostasy in heart and in attitude comes the 


’ apostasy in deed. They deliberately turn their back on God 


and move away from Him. This is spiritual death, the 
grandchild of self-will; for “when lust (self-will) has con- 
ceived it brings forth sin, and sin, when it is finished, brings 
forth death” (Jas. 1:15). Thus, in this seven-fold arraign- 
ment of the people of God takes them from their degrada- 
tion from the place of highest privilege to the place of 
spiritual death. Here they are seen, back turned toward 
God, and moving away from -Him into the path of self- 
will. How careful we must be not to take even the first 
step along a road whose slopes become ever more precipi- 
tous, and whose end is the precipice of death. 

Lord, ever keep our faces turned toward Thee. 


WHY... ? (1:5) 


The translators are almost equally divided into three 
different translations of this passage. The idea in our 
common versions (KJV, ASV, RSV) is best expressed by 
Moffatt, “Why will you earn fresh strokes, for holding 
on in your revolt?” Segond translates it, “What new 
kind of chastisement can be inflicted upon you when you 
multiply your revolt?” The various translations by the 
rabbis, read, “On what part (of the body can you find an 
unbruised place on which) you can be stricken?” The latter 
seems the best introduction to that which follows. The 
nation is represented as a body stricken and wounded 
from head to foot without any healthy part on which a new 
wound could be inflicted. The whole body—head, heart, 


(Continued on page 43) 
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CHRIST THE PROPHET 


As the Prophet of God our Lord walked among men during His earthly ministry 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


Professor of English Bible, Fuller Theological Seminary, and Editor of Peloubet’s Select Notes 


to Christ, Prophet, Priest and King—for each of which 

anointing was necessary in the Old Testament, indicat- 
ing a divine choice—the concept of Christ as Prophet pre- 
dominates in the Gospels, as Priest in the epistles, especially 
in that to the Hebrews, and as King particularly in the book 
of Revelation. Christ is never referred to as Priest in the 
Gospels, in spite of all the many references to His death, 
but as Prophet He is acclaimed from the very beginning of 
His ministry,.and it was as a Prophet of God that He 
walked among men for three and one-half years. 


() the three offices which the Church has generally ascribed 


The Old Testament Promise of a Prophet te Come 


One of the most amazing prophetic statements in all the 
Old Testament, and one perhaps quoted frequently by the 
people of Christ’s day, is found recorded at the end of the 
Mosaic period, and, because of its importance, should be 
quoted here: “Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a 
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me; unto him ye shall hearken . . . I will raise them up 
a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee; and 
I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto 
them all that I shall command him” (Deut. 18:15-18). 


We should note at the very beginning of our considera- 
tion of this passage that, most significantly and appropri- 
ately, it serves as an antithesis to, a corrective of, we may 
say, a preceding warning concerning false prophets. In 
no other paragraph in all the Bible do we have so many 
names for those engaged in attempting to predict the 
future apart from the will of God, generally identified with 
the Gentile peoples around, called “the abominations of 
those nations.” Here is a warning against divination, augury, 
enchantment, sorcery, charming, necromancy, consulting 
with an evil spirit or a wizard. Other nations may hearken 
to them, but as for Israel, Jehovah has something infinitely 
better. It is generally agreed, I think, that this passage has 
a double reference: First, it must refer to the general line 
of prophets which would so emphatically characterize the 
subsequent history of Israel, prophets who should proceed 
from the chosen people and be like unto Moses himself. 

Such a prophet was favored with an immediate disclosure 
of the divine will, authorized to make it known and in- 
spired in recording and teaching it. But in addition to the 
notable line of inspired prophets who were to produce the 
most remarkable literature of the ancient world, the 


This is a chapter from Dr. Smith’s forthcoming book, The 
Second Advent of Christ. 


The flesh likes to be served and think itself great 


prophecy points forward to One in whom the prophetic 
ministry would be consummated, as the opening verses of 
the epistle to the Hebrews remind us, “God, having of 
old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers 
portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in his Son.” It is the same prophetic 
ministry. 


This must have been the passage that Philip had in 


mind (John 1:45) and the Samaritan woman, recognizing 
Jesus as the Messiah, the Prophet (John 4:29) and the 
multitude at the Sea of Galilee who declared, “This is of 
a truth the prophet that cometh into the world” (John 
6:14). St. Peter puts the apostolic seal upon this interpre- 
tation by quoting the prophecy in his second sermon and 
applying it directly to Christ (Acts 3:22-26); so likewise 
St. Stephen (Acts 7:37). 


The Prophetic Ministry of John the Baptist 


If the ministry of Christ was to be emphatically a prophe- 
tic one, it is perfectly natural that His forerunner should 
likewise appear as a prophet. The Baptist’s prophetic min- 
istry (recorded for the most part in Mt. 3:1-12; Mk. 1:1-8, 
and Lk. 3:1-20) was of a three-fold nature. First of all, he 
is the fulfillment of a dual prophecy in the Old Testament 
concerning the messenger who was to go before the Lord, 
uttered by Isaiah in the seventh century B. C. (40:3) and 
by Malachi two hundred and fifty years later, at the end 
of the history of Israel as far as the Old Testament records 
take us (Mal. 3:1). Secondly, John predicted the immediate 
coming of the Messiah Himself. Witnessing to the meaning 
of the baptism with water unto repentance, to which he 
was calling men, he announced that there was One coming 
after him mightier than he (Mt. 3:11, 12). Here is depicted 
a dual aspect of Christ’s ministry: one through which the 
Holy Spirit would be bestowed upon those who followed 
Him, and secondly, a time of separation, as the separation of 
wheat from chaff. The hewing down of the tree (Mt. 3:10) 
is a figure used by Christ Himself at the close of His minis- 
try (John 15:6); also, the burning with fire, as in the par- 
able of the tares and the wheat (Mt. 13:40-42). The separa- 
tion of good from evil is similarly portrayed in the parables, 
and emphatically in the Olivet Discourse (Mt. 25:32-34), and 
the subject of judgment is a common one in Christ’s minis- 
try, as in Matthew 18:8, 9; 25:41; Mark 9:43. This warning 
of judgment to come is actually the third theme in the min- 
istry-of the Baptist, when he asks, “Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” (Mt. 3:7; Lk. 3:7). 

Finally, John declared, “The kingdom of heaven is at 
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hand.” The fact that the first utterance of our Lord in 


‘ His public ministry, “The time is fulfilled, and the king- 


dom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in the gospel” 
(Mk. 1:15), is but a repetition of John’s announcement, has 
led some to say as has Schweitzer, that this is the sum of 
all that Christ taught. While it is true that the early teach- 
ing of Jesus is closely identified with that of John the Bap- 
tist, it is not correct to say that this, and this alone, con- 
stituted the whole message of Jesus. One needs only to read 
through the short Gospel of Mark to recognize at once how 
many other subjects our Lord included in His oral ministry, 
even in His eschatological discourses. However, it cannot 
be denied that the announcement of the kingdom on the 
part of John the Baptist is to be echoed and developed, 
and its truth established, by the One to whom John is 
pointing, the One by whom this kingdom is founded. 


Recognition of Christ as Prophet 


Of Christ’s three offices, it was only His work as a prophet 
that was everywhere and almost immediately acknowledged. 
As King, He was bitterly rejected; He was not of a 
priestly line, and only after His death could His disciples 
develop the great truths of His priestly work. But from the 
very beginning of His ministry, by Jews, Samaritans and 
Gentiles, He was proclaimed as Prophet. As He was speak- 
ing to the woman of Samaria, when He began to recall her 
sordid life, she cried out, “Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
prophet” (John 4:19). Not long after this, the miracle of 
the feeding of the five thousand brought forth the con- 
fession, “This is of a truth the prophet that should come 
into the world” (6:14). Still in the fourth Gospel, we read 
that after Christ’s great discourse at the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, “Some of the multitude when they heard these words 
said, ‘This is of a truth a prophet’” (7:40), and the blind 
man, when interrogated by those who would destroy the 
clear testimony to Christ’s ability to perform miracles, 
simply said, “He is a prophet” (9:17). 

Though our Lord did not use the word—as did no one 
else at that time—His identification of Himself, in the 
first sermon in the synagogue of Nazareth, with the prophecy 
of Isaiah 61, in which the Messiah is said to be anointed 
to preach good tidings to the poor, does point definitely 
to His prophetic ministry. When Christ’s various activities, 
His miracles and His matchless teaching precipitated the 
question as to who this person was, the people in general 
said it was either Elijah, or one of the prophets (Mt. 
16:14; Mk. 6:15, and parallels). The two men on the road 
to Emmaus, not knowing to whom they were speaking, 
told the risen Lord that the subject of their discussion was 
“Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people” (Lk. 24:19), which 
are almost the exact words used by the apostle Peter in his 
pentecostal sermon (Acts 2:22). 

Surely the opening words of the epistle to the Hebrews 
would emphasize the same truth. “God, having of old time 
spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions 
and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also he made the worlds.” It is interesting 
to note that Eusebius, near the beginning of his indispen- 
sable history, remarks concerning Christ’s prophetic office 
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that He is the “only High Priest of all men, the only King 
of all creation, and the Father’s only Supreme Prophet of 
Prophets.” 

Preliminary Evidences of Christ’s Prophetic Ministry 

While it is true, of course, that a prophet had a wider 
ministry than the mere utterance of predictions, yet pre- 
diction was a predominating aspect of Christ’s activity, as 
scholars everywhere are now beginning to acknowledge. In 
this article I would like to confine myself entirely to the 
predictions of the Lord Jesus. Anything more than that 
would lead us astray, important as the wider discussion 
would prove to be. We may well begin with minor predic- 
tions, which, for the most part, were uttered during Holy 
Week. Nothing seemed to have weighed upon the mind 
of our Lord—if we may use such terms—more heavily than 
His foreknowledge of the coming betrayal by one of the 
twelve disciples whom He had chosen, Judas Iscariot. Even 
as early in His ministry, as the sixth chapter of John at the 
time of His sifting of true and false followers, He declared, 
“But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who it was that should betray him” (verse 64). During 
the evening in which He washed the feet of the disciples, 
Jesus referred to this twice, once immediately after this act 
symbolizing humility, and once, at the table of the Last 
Supper, before the partaking of the sacrament. 

A different form of evil, yet one that must have thrust 
our Lord through, was the denial of the apostle Peter. The 
betrayal was often on Christ's lips, the denial only once 
(Lk. 22:31-34). Our Lord knew (1) when this would take 
place, (2) the nature of Peter’s utterance and (3) the cir- 
cumstances that would attend it. Only superhuman know- 


(Continued on page 41) 





ANN 
NS 


ZZ LZ 
VLA is 





Y 





4 
A mechanic, laying out a pattern on a floor, was forced to use several 
small sheets of paper. Before taking them up from the floor he made 
lines at an angle over every joining of two sheets so that he would be 
able to lay them down again in exactly the same way. The marks are 
known among mechanics as “witness marks.” Believers in Christ are 
associated with each other in the midst of the world, and as the 
world looks at us there is only one way that it can tell that we belong 
to Christ. He has drawn witness marks upon us and says, “By this 


shall men know that ye are my disciples, that ye love one another” 
(John 13:35). Without these marks all Christian relationships are askew. 


Love likes to serve and therefore is great 7 








TOMORROW... Current Events in the Light of the Bible 





EVANSTON: what it was 


n addition to my functions as a Bible teacher, I am an 

editor, and must do the work of a reporter from time 

to time. I would certainly be remiss if I did not present 
to our readers a report of the great meeting which has just 
been held at Evanston. I am writing this during the closing 
days of the ecumenical council, having spent several days 
in Evanston in close study of the meetings there. 

I believe that it is important to examine something of 
the background which led up to this meeting. 


The Beginning 

Half a century ago the leaders of foreign missions realized 
that many of the denominations were duplicating work that 
should have been spread out into wider fields. Denomina- 
tions would start work in the greatest cities of the pagan 
world and would win converts who lived as a tiny minority 
in a heathen metropolis but who could not have full fel- 
lowship with each other because the directing missionaries 
were, perhaps, not in fellowship with each other. In 1911, 
at Edinburgh, Scotland, the leaders of the great denomina- 
tional missionary societies met and divided the world into 
sections so that effort might not be duplicated. There were 
criticisms, and the faith missions did not take any cognizance 
of the divisions, but certainly the arrangement prevented 
much duplication. Other conferences followed—in Jerusa- 
lem in 1928, another in Edinburgh in 1937, one in Madras, 
India, in 1938. Six years ago, the leaders of the outstanding 
denominations and denominational missionary societies 
met in Amsterdam to form the World Council of Churches. 

There was both good and bad in the Amsterdam Assem- 
bly, and at the time I expressed my thought that the groups 
concerned would not be able to get together on a doctrinal 
basis of fellowship, and that they would have to spend their 
force in the field of the social labors of the Christian faith. 
The final results are not in as I write, but it would appear 
that there is still doctrinal division that will make full fel- 
lowship difficult, although as I shall show, there has been 
some progress and some remarkable testimony to the truth. 
Time has noted that the theologians have taken a long 
second look at economics and were much more conservative 
in that field as well as in theology. 


Success in South India 


The example of the success of church union in South 
India must have aroused proper envy in the breasts of 
many church leaders. There have been bad things said 


8 Do you examine your desires in the light of God’s Word? 


about this union, and I am aware of them and decry them, 
but there have been some very good results which need to 
be studied. In an area the size of New England, New York, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania live eighty million people in 
South india. The metropolis of the area is Madras. Five 
major missions worked there—the Church of England, the 
American Congregationalists and the old Southern Method- 
ists, the Northern Baptists and the Scotch Presbyterians. 
The total Christian population was less than a million—one 
in eighty of the mass. The divisions were grievous in such 
a case and after long negotiations the Church of South 
India was formed. At a single great meeting each group 
accepted the ordination of the others. This was a tremend- 
ous concession by the Anglicans, one of whose main doc- 
trines is that of Apostolic Succession. Their Indian Bishop, 
Bishop Jacobs, became the presiding bishop of the new 
church, and a Baptist bishop, a Presbyterian bishop, a Con- 
gregational bishop and a Methodist bishop were consecrated, 
the five to direct the chu:rcii. The influence of Bishop Jacob 
has been very great. There were unquestionably some lib- 
erals in the union, but the conservative tone has predomin- 
ated. Today there are almost two million Christians, and 
they no longer have to confess, before the Hindu world, 
that they are divided. They are members of the Church of 
Christ of South India. 


Not a Super-Church 


In spite of an apparent inconsistency the majority of 
leaders do not seek the uniting of all denominations in a 
world church. One of the first addresses at Evanston was 
that given by Dr. Visser t’Hooft, one of the executive 
secretaries of the Council, in which he expressed in the 
strongest terms the fact that none of the leaders in the 
movement are looking toward Church union. The purpose 
is to establish a fellowship that will permit the great body 
of Christians to present a united testimony to a world that 
lies on the brink of the Communist pit, with hydrogen 
bombs overshadowing all. There may be some individuals 
connected with the movement who have talked about the 
desirability of having a united church, but such voices are 
a minority and do not speak for the more important ele- 
ments in the Council. 

All of this was illustrated by a debate in one of the early 
plenary sessions. It seemed rather dry at the time, but if one 
knew the background its importance could not be under- 
estimated. The vote was to be taken on the point of order: 
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should the members of the six-man presidium be allowed 
to succeed themselves in: re-electign. That seems innocuous 
enough, but down underneath is the principle of Apostolic 
Succession. The vote was finally taken and by about twenty 
to one it was decided that a president may not be re-elected. 
An Australian who is an evangelical member of the Church 
of England said to me, rather bitterly, that that vote 
would see the end of the World Council. “It will degener- 
ate,” he said, “into nothing more than a council of the 
reformed churches. The Anglicans and the Greek church 
cannot belong to an organization which will not permit the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, for example, to be the sole 
representative of the Anglican communion. How could he 
serve under an American bishop?” 


True Oneness 


Afterwards I talked with some of the bishops of the 
Church of England, and with one of London’s outstanding 
laymen. They said that such a vote would not drive them 
out although it would be a little difficult to adjust to such 
an organizational change. The layman said, “I myself voted 
against the re-election of the presidents. To me the larger 
principle of oneness is greater than the smaller principle of 
Apostolic Succession.” To me this vote and the expression 
of these attitudes were very important. It showed that men 
who are deeply Christian are seriously in earnest about 
obeying the command of Christ to find true oneness with 
all who are truly born again. 


Sectional Discussions 


The main work of the Assembly was carried on in sec- 
tions. In previous conferences the press was not admitted 
to section meetings. This year it was decided to allow 
a small number of representatives of the press to visit the 
sections. 

All the fifteen sections were working in close discussion 
on what was called “the main theme.” A book of approxi- 
mately 200 pages was.before each delegate and this book, 
divided into numbered paragraphs, was being torn to pieces 
and put together again in order that the Assembly might 
put before the world their expression of opinion on “Christ 
the Hope of the World.” 


We and They 


As I entered one section meeting a Chinese was speak- 
ing. In a certain place the workbook spoke of “we” and 
“they” in such a manner that it could be seen that it had 
been written by western leaders who thought of them- 
selves as “we” and of the Christians of the younger churches 
as “they.” The Chinese was asking that this be rephrased 
so that it would come from all Christians equally, without 
any differentiation between members of older churches and 
members of younger churches. This was accepted unanim- 
ously. 

A speaker with a Germanic accent said, “In paragraph X 
there is more about God than there is about Christ. It seems 
to me the language must be tightened up and made less 
vague and much more Christ-centered.” Another speaker 
with an English accent spoke, “Paragraph 121 is not made 
important enough. The terms are vague. No social change 
is the hope of the world. Christ alone is the hope of the 


world.” An Anglican cleric: “This thing must be altered - 


to stress the nature of our sin which has brought misery 
upon the world and of our duties to help.” A speaker 
pointed to paragraph 109 and suggested that the language 
there was very strong pointing to Christ and that all of 
the message had to be read in context. A Hollander in- 
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terrupted: “Our message is for a world already half-way 
gone to Hell. We must be more specific if we are to reach 
the need.” | : ‘i 
Firm Basis Needed j 1 AS 

There was a discussion for a moment of the French effort 
to put priests in the factories and how it had failed because 
the priests, detached from the church, had not been strong 
enough to stand against the propaganda of the workingmen. 
The chairman said, “A man must be very firmly based be- 
fore he takes a stand in the world to help the world. There 
must be a great consciousness of the possession of eternal 
life if we are to reach those who are spiritually dead.” A 
Scandinavian: “The church has forgotten how to speak to 
the world. Paul on Mars’ Hill cried out that God com- 
manded men to repent and that He had appointed a day 
in which He would judge the world by Jesus Christ. We 
must have the eschatological emphasis and ever point for- 
ward to the second coming of Christ and to judgment.” 

The discussion shifted to the sending out of more mis- 
sionaries. One man said, “How can we send more mission- 
aries at the very moment when the needy nations want 
less missionaries?” A very black man spoke: “It is not so 
much the number of missionaries but the quality of mis- 
sionaries that must be discussed. I have just come from the 
investigation of a girls’ school where there was a problem 
concerning the headmistress. She is a woman who has all 
the academic qualifications. She has her degrees but she 
can’t get on with the staff and with the simple country girls 
who come to the school. She is highly competent, efficient, 
always on the job but without compassion or spiritual con- 
cern. I am voting for her removal. The problem on the 
mission fields is not that of the encounter of people from 
the developed countries with those of the undeveloped 
countries but rather of people who do not feel and of 
people who feel. There must be compassion or there can 
be no effective results.” 

Japanese in the uniform of the Salvation Army told of 
their campaign for personal work and the effort that was 
being made for each Christian to win a soul in a year. If 
this were done and all the new converts in turn won a soul 
a year, there would be eighty million Christians within 
thirty years. The chairman said, “Now we are getting to 
the heart of the problem. We are not going to gain much 
through professional missionaries. The problem is to get the 
individual church members to give a living testimony. This 
is a fundamental problem.” 

An American Negro woman spoke up about the need of 
having social principles at work in the United States and 
that rights should be given to the Negroes in Alabama. 
She was interrupted by the very black man from overseas. 
He said, “That is not really the problem. The racial prob- 
lem has been solved in the United States and the victories 
have been very great. It is merely a question of time. But 
out in Africa the problem is now arising of black man 
versus black man. In the Gold Coast where the Negro has 
taken over the administration of government there is arising 
a fierce cruelty on the part of the government black men 
toward those black men whom they are governing. It can 
now be seen that the problem is not one of race. The under- 
developed nations are taking the technological values of 
western culture and are abandoning even the cultural values 
of their own civilization. For instance, China has taken the 
mechanics of the West but is now teaching young people 
to spy on their parents and to break down the old value of 
reverence toward parents.” 


(Continued on page 38) 
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The SICKLE or the CROSS? 


Our way of life can exist only so long as there are 


Christians who know that all we are and have is under God 


By Edward L. R. Elson 


ake no mistake about it! Communism is more than 

economics, more than sociology, more than Russian 

- nationalism on the warpath. Although rejecting God in 
the historic sense of that term, it evokes the total loyalty 
of its adherents to forces beyond the individual which are 
believed to be purposefully and inexorably at work in the 
universe. It is fanatically evangelistic in its quest for con- 
verts and it crusades by fair ineans and foul to extend the 
borders of its domain. 

The personal pilgrimage of the new religion’s founder is 
enlightening. Karl Marx, who fashioned its ideology, was 
first a Jew, then a Lutheran and finally an atheist. He ab- 
sorbed his concept of social justice from the Hebrew proph- 
ets, extending the idea to a belief that violent social change 
is inevitable. He acquired from Christianity the conception 
of a Day of Judgment, when the sins of society are con- 
demned and made public and when Heaven on earth is to 
become the reward of the oppressed of the world. He drew 
from atheism his belief that man and man alone would 
bring about the great Day of Judgment—through the revolu- 
tion of the proletariat—and that on the final day the judg- 
ment throne would be occupied by man rather than by 
God. 

To the three great religions of the world of Semitic ori- 
gin—Christianity, Judaism and Islam—we must now add 
a fourth: Communism. Only in the context of a world 
religion, competing for men’s allegiance, can the issues of 
this epoch be understood. 

There are spiritual values at stake in the world crisis 
today which strike at the very roots of our very existence. 
The time has come for us to know exactly what it is we 
believe, why we believe it and why we must resist that 
which would destroy us and destroy as well the faith that 
has made us what we are. Our faith, and the way of life 
produced by our faith, is in mortal peril. The apostle Paul 
wrote to the Corinthian Christians in his day, “There be 
gods many and lords many” (Cor. 8:5). So it is now with us. 

Some in our time have become accustomed to thinking 
of Communism as a Christian heresy, and that somehow or 
other this heresy might become orthodox. It is a sad error. 
Communism is not an adaptation of Christianity, but a 
substitute for it. It is net a Christian heresy but a new 

This is a chapter from Dr. Elson’s new book America’s Spiritual 
Recovery. Dr. Elson is the minister of the National Presbyterian 
Church, Washington, D. C. (Eternity Book Service, $2.50 a copy.) 
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world religion contending with Christianity for men’s 
allegiance. 

The philosophies now set in opposition to each other 
are irreconcilable. We might as well face the fact that 
should Communism engulf the world the Christian witness 
could survive only through suffering and martyrdom. 

Some others have equated social amelioration with the 
Christian concept of the Kingdom of God. Perhaps this 
is where many American liberals got off the track in the 
twenties and thirties, and perhaps why some have not yet 
gotten back. Social service centers, workers’ clubs, nurseries 
for working mothers, and medical services provided by the 
government may be helpful to the oppressed masses, but 
their existence does not mean that the Kingdom of God 
has arrived. 

How was it that Jesus Christ came to change the world? 
He came to put God in the center of men’s lives. “Jesus 
came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 


_ God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 


God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mk. 
1:14, 15). The Kingdom of God had come in Him; He was 
the Kingdom in miniature. The Man and the message were 
one. The program and the Person were inseparable. The 
rule of God in the hearts of men—that was the Kingdom 
He was proclaiming. 

Everywhere He went He revealed God and interpreted 
God to men. Everywhere He went He urged men to repent 
of their sins and their wickedness and their folly and to 
put God at the center of their lives. It was seeing God and 
knowing God and having fellowship with God that was the 
burden of His appeal. 

He bore witness of this truth in His life. As a boy, He 
said, ““Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?” When His disciples feared He might be hungry, He 
exclaimed, “I have meat to eat that ye know not of, for my 
meat is to do the will of him that sent me.” In the garden 
of decision, He called out in anguish of spirit, “Not my 
will, but thine be done.” At last, when His work was done 
and He went to His cross, He exclaimed, “Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.” Everything He was, and 
everything He did, was to reveal the perfect God-centered, 
God-conscious life. 

Then He sent out His disciples. They proclaimed the 
gospel that God in Christ had done a mighty work. The 
King had come. They knew that His Kingdom was to come 
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in the hearts of men, for it already had come in them. They 
asserted that the Kingdom of God could not come else- 
where until it was first established in men’s hearts. They 
said that wicked men had rejected this King, had tried to 
dethrone Himi, and finally attempted to destroy Him—but 
He lived; that He now called men to follow Him, to obey 
Him. In the name of this King they called for repentance 
and entrance into the Kingdom—the Kingdom in which God 
rules in the hearts of men. 

That gospel spread through the ancient world. That 
gospel brought an upheaval in the social, economic and 
political life of a world that was falling to pieces. But that 
gospel was not merely a social, economic or political pro- 
gram. It was a gospel which began by first changing men’s 
personalities, giving them a new focal center and a new 
point of reference. Men who were themselves changed 
began changing their institutions. 

When men are born into the Kingdom of God and ex- 
perience the love of God something happens. How different 
from the bitter hate and ruthless cruelty of the Communist! 
Men in the Kingdom of God can be slaves neither to men 
nor to institutions. That is why freedom was born in the 
gospel. When we “put God at the center of life” men can 
be trusted. When a world makes the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ paramount, then the world can be trusted. It was to 
redeem men for the Kingdom of God that Jesus came into 
the world. 

Many within the church have misunderstood the mean- 
ing of the Kingdom. They have the sequence wrong. They 
have tried to bring in the Kingdom without the King. They 
have too readily equated social progress, political platforms 
and economic reforms with the Kingdom of God, without 
God’s spirit in the hearts of men and at the center of their 
programs. They have insisted that this must be done be- 
cause it is based on the Sermon on the Mount. They have 
forgotten that the famous sermon was not uttered to a 
miscellaneous throng of unconverted men, but rather to 
disciples who were already committed to the King. 

It is because we have often attempted the establishment 
of the Kingdom without the King that the church shares 
with the rest of mankind the guilt for the present tragic 
hour. Too many have thought that the Kingdom of God 
is simply a world without war, in which there are better 
houses, better pay and more leisure. 

The church has been right in promoting world peace. 
Certain sections of the church have been wrong in sup- 
posing that pacifism as a national policy could be effective 
in the presence of today’s evils. 

The church has been right in insisting that international 
conflicts be resolved by peaceful adjudication through the 
United Nations. It has been wrong when it supposed that 
in the present world such efforts could be successful with- 
out the adequate implementation of military force, for it 
is clear now that the world crisis, while being a clash of 
ideologies and political theories, is also a collision of powers. 

The church has been right in insisting that we share 
food, clothing, medicines, tools and technical skills with 
the dispossessed and underprivileged of the world, the ab- 
sence of which gives Communism its chance to move in. lt 
has been wrong, as all men are wrong, in supposing that 
these material satisfactions alone would bring in the King- 
dom of God. 

It is equally wrong to suppose that military power alone 
will solve the whole question. All we have been saying 
points up the urgency of the crisis for evangelical Chris- 
tianity. Some of us have been entertaining hopes that the 
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leaders of Communism could be converted—or radically | 


modified—and the world thereby reconciled. It is our Chris- 


tian vocation to work for and believe in the conversion of 
all men to God through Jesus Christ. One of the major 
competitions with which Communism confronts the church 
is its quest for conversion. If men without deep religious 
faith sometimes are converted to Communism, which is 
atheistic, how much more readily should we expect the 
conversions of Communists to Christianity, with all the re- 
sources of God available to Christ’s emissaries? We must 
reckon with the present inaccessibility of the Communist 
leaders and the present limitations on the work and spread 
of Christian missions. But we need not stop praying and 
working. Prayer has penetrated barriers which politics 
could never surmount. 

Let us then as evangelical Christians clearly understand 
the spiritual nature of the present crisis. 

he spiritual significance of the world crisis may not be 
easy to determine and analyze, nor as simple as black and 
white, but neither is it so complex as is sometimes sup- 
posed. And it is not so difficult that the zealous, prayerful 
evangelical Christian cannot understand it and, understand- 
ing it, contend for the faith that was once and for all time 
delivered unto him. 

When you read the history of our country in the light 
of the New Testament, you can come to no conclusion other 
than that our kind of democracy has been created and sus- 
tained by Christian conviction and faith. In 1 Corinthians 
7:22, we read, “For he that is called in the Lord, being a 
servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise, also he that is 
called, being free, is Christ’s servant.” 

Men who are redeemed and restored to their pristine 
state and who live and move and have their being in God 
can be trusted. They can be trusted because their loyalty 
is to, and their direction derived from, a higher power. Men 
free under God can be_frusted because they voluntarily 
accept spiritual disciplines; they are amenable to the 
guidance of God and obedient to His will. This truth is the 
crux of the matter: our way of life can be had and can be 
preserved only so long as there exists a dedicated and 
disciplined corps of Christians who know that all we are 
and all we have is under God. : 

Understanding the differences between Christianity and 
Communism is not merely an academic exercise. It sharpens 
our own faith and gives purpose to our living. 

The Christian begins by faith in God—God as a living 
reality, God as a personal being, God as sovereign ruler of 
the universe, who holds all creation in his hands, to whom 
supreme allegiance is given, and to whom the immortal 
souls of men are accountable. Communism rejects the 
reality of God and substitutes an atheistic and materialistic 
absolutism. Ultimate reality, Communism asserts, lies in 
matter and matter alone. It capitalizes on the religious spirit 
in man, but teaches that there is no God above the Party 
and therefore makes absolute a human and finite reality. 
In rejecting God and His righteousness Communism fails 
also to understand sin and wickedness—the corrupting effect 
of pride, self-centeredness and the will to power. 

Christianity proclaims the dignity and worth of individual 
man. The first thing we say about human nature is that 
man is created in the image of God, and that although he 
has fallen from his first state and become a sinner, he may 
be restored to the dignity of his created state. The only 
reason man merits respect and honor is that he is the 
created son of God. 


(Continued on page 33) 


The Christian has given up all right to himself 1} 





WHAT GAIN? 


A subscriber has written to ask a ques- 
tion. He has read my article, “Where 
Am I Going?” and my interview with 
Joseph Hromadka, and asks me what I 
expect to gain by my present attitudes. 

When I read the question I leaned 
back in my chair and knew a moment of 
being suffused with divine joy. The gains 
of loving all men, even enemies, while 
refusing the slightest compromise with 
Christian truth, are incalculable. In 
such a life there is the joy of knowing 
that one stands with the good against 
the evil. There is the sense of having 
stepped down from a place of judgment 
of others into the realm of standing 
equal with others before the judgment 
of God. To defend a believer who has 
been criticized gives one the joy of stand- 
ing with Christ, realizing that He was 
once despised and rejected of men. 


Phillips has translated a paragraph in 
the great chapter on love as follows: 
“The love of which I speak is slow to 
lose patience—it looks for a way of be- 
ing constructive. It is not possessive; it 
is neither anxious to impress nor does 
it cherish inflated ideas of its own 
importance. Love has good manners 
and does not pursue selfish advantage. 
It is not touchy. It does not compile 
statistics of evil or gloat over the wicked- 
ness of other people. On the contrary, 
it is glad with all good men when truth 
prevails. Love knows no limit to its en- 
durance, no end to its trust, no fading 
of its hope; it can outlast anything. It is, 
in fact, the one thing that still stands 
when all else has fallen . . . At present 
all we see is the baffling reflection of 
reality; we are like men looking at a 
landscape in a small mirror. The time 
will come when we shall see reality 
whole and face to face! At present all I 
know is a little fraction of the truth, but 
the time will come when I shall know 
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it as fully as God now knows me! In this 
life we have three great lasting qualities 
—faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of them is love.” 

When one has come to the place 
where this life of the love of Christ has 
been accepted as the norm of daily think- 
ing then there is no more suspicion 
concerning the motives of those who 
truly acknowledge Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. When it is necessary to speak 
against an apostate it is done with pain. 
When it is possible to include a man 
among those who are professed believers 
there is joy that the grace of God has 
reached one more soul. 

Undoubtedly the greatest gain is to 
know beyond question that one is living 
in the center of the will of God, doing 
moment by moment what the Holy 
Spirit bids one to do. This is the godli- 
ness with contentment, which is great 
gain (1 Tim. 6:6). 


AN APOSTATE 


In the past few years I find my per- 
sonal attitude toward all men changing 
as I seek to allow the Lord Jesus Christ 
to love all men through me. It is with 
distinct sorrow that I am forced, in my 
capacity of shepherd, to warn believers 
when a real apostate appears on the 
horizon. 

There has been considerable discus- 
sion of Nels F. S. Ferré, professor of 
Philosophical Theology in the Vander- 
bilt School of Religion. The Southern 


Baptist Church disciplined some youth - 


leaders who invited him to speak at a 
youth conference and others have dis- 
cussed his theological position and at- 
titudes. I have just read with care his 
book The Sun and the Umbrella, and 
have no hesitation in saying that this 
man must be considered, on the face of 
his writings, as an absolute apostate, one 
of the antichrists announced by the 
Holy Spirit for our time (1 John 2:18). 


How is it possible to draw any other 
conclusion from writings which may be 
summed up as a complete denial of all 
creeds and of Jesus Christ? 

The book is announced as “A Parable 
for Today.” I will set forth his parable 
with the interpretation in brackets. Once 
upon a time (in the Old Testament) a 
people (the Jews) lived in a dark barn 
called the House of Legality (the Law). 
There were no windows in it, but the 
people called themselves sunworshipers 
(worshipers of God) and spent their 
time tending lanterns. Finally, a prophet 
(Jesus Christ) came and told them that 
there was a bright light outside, and 
that he was of that light. They hated 
him, saying that he was speaking against 
their house (the Jewish faith) and they 
put him to death (crucified him). Some 
people thought that he had told the 
truth and they tried to go outside but 
were afraid of the light so they made 
a large umbrella (the idea of Christ) 
and went out into the open under that 
umbrella. Then some thought that they 
might forget what their prophet had 
told them about the sun so they made 
a second umbrella (the Scriptures) and 
put it inside the first one and they 
walked about under the two umbrellas. 
Then even the wisest men disputed 
among themselves as to the meaning of 
the words written on the second um- 
brella and they made a third umbrella 
(the church) for people to live under 
so that they would have the true inter- 
pretation about the writings which told 
about the prophet who said that there 
was sun outside. But many could not 
agree so they made smaller umbrellas 
(the creeds). Finally one of their num- 
ber (Does Ferré mean himself?) went 
out into the sunshine (leaving creeds, 
church, Bible and Christ) to live in the 
light of God. The light hurt his eyes but 
he got accustomed to it and finally drew 
a great many other people to leave all 
umbrellas and come out into the light, 
where they were very joyful. 

I have not misquoted or misinter- 
preted Ferré. His first chapter is called 
“An Umbrella Called Christ.” The goal 
is “to worship God directly” (p. 20), i.e., 
without even Christ, though Christ said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father but 
by me” and “I am the light of the 
world” (John 8:12; 14:6). Jesus must 
always be understood as “‘a leading Jew- 
ish rabbi.” the Bible is not authentic: 
“The writings differ enough to indicate 
that it is impossible to distinguish be- 
tween the original figure of Jesus and 
interpretations of him. Nor can we tell 
what is fact and what is fiction” (p. 26). 

Jesus had a definitely sinful nature, 
and his followers mythologized him to 
make him appear sinless (p. 27, 28). 
Jesus was human “and to be human 
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means actually at some time to be over 


’ against God through self-will” (p. 29). 


Theology raised the umbrella of idola- 
try when men started to worship Jesus 
(p. 29). Other umbrellas: the Virgin 
Birth (p. 29), the Resurrection (p. 32), 
the Second Coming “the darkest of all 
the Umbrellas” (p. 33). 

Ferré attacks the World Council of 
Churches for believing that Jesus Christ 
is God: “To call Jesus God is to substi- 
tute an idol for Incarnation; to call him 
Saviour . . . is to deny that all salvation 
comes from God” (p. 35). To quote 
further is useless. 

Ferré is 46, a Swede, educated in 
America (Andover Newton Seminary), 
a Congregational minister teaching in 
a Methodist school. Congregationalists 
have no machinery to try an avowed 
unitarian but the Methodists have ma- 
chinery to control their schools and they 
should use it on Ferré. Those who pray 
for Ferré must pray that he be regener- 
ated, that he may see that Jesus is the 
Sun, the Lord Jehovah of Hosts, the 
second Person of the Godhead. For, 
judged by the Word of God, he is 
definitely standing over against the 
Christ of God. To use a Greek word for 
one who stands over against God is to 
call him an apostate. 


SEPARATION 

There is a definite place for separa- 
tion in the life and action of a true 
believer in Christ. The world does not 
like the idea of Biblical separation and 
condemns those who walk the narrow 
Way. 

In a letter to the editor, published 
some time ago in the London Daily 
Telegraph, a writer who signs “D. M. 
S.” writes, “Roman Catholics, Christian 
Scientists and Spiritualists have all 
fallen under the ban of the displeasure 
{fof a certain Anglican clergyman}. 
Can he not realize that if we do not 
all seek the way to Heaven by the same 
road, we are, at any rate, seeking it? If 
my road should be via the Roman 
Church, and my neighbors can find 
their way by the Christian Science 
temple, and the Spiritualist Church re- 
spectively, why not leave us to do so in 
peace, and be thankful in these ma- 
terialistic days, that we believe in God 
at all!” 

How different this is from the clear 
call of Scripture, “If God be God, fol- 
low him; if Baal, follow him” (1 Ki. 
18:21), and “Come out from among 
them . . . and touch not the unclean 
thing” (2 Cor. 6:17). “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon” (Mt. 6:24). The 
Word of God teaches that there is but 
one way to Heaven and that is the Way 
that is Christ Himself, and that leads 
by His cross and His work of re- 
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demption where our sins were dealt 
with and divine righteousness was pro- 
vided for our covering. We can be as 
tolerant as was the Lord Jesus Christ 
toward the religious practices of any 
man, but we must be as intransigent 
as He was and say that “no man comes 
to the Father but by me” (John 14:6). 
Men do have the right to go to Hell 
in their own way, but they can go to 
Heaven only in God’s way, and it is a 
clearly revealed way. 

There may be some who call them- 
selves the separatists in our day who 
cry out that we should apply this to 
every group to whom they wish to apply 
it. In the case of those who profess to 
be true Christians and who definitely 
declare their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the second Person of the God- 
head, we must leave the choices and 
the questions of separation to Him. 
Wherever it is possible for believers 
to fellowship together in Christ they 
should do so. It is the Saviour Himself 
who has prayed that we might be “one” 
(John 17:21). It is only where there is 
open denial of the absolute deity of our 
Lord and the necessity of His redemp- 
tive work that we must draw the line. 
And, in the final analysis, no Christian 
can decide for another Christian the ex- 
act lines of his fellowship or his separa- 
tion; those are matters in which the 
Holy Spirit must do all the leading. 


ENGLISH FRUIT 

We arrived in England about the 
time that Billy Graham came home to 
America. We were with him in his 
closing meeting in Paris and then went 
to London while he came home. When 
we arrived in London we wondered if 
we would find any effects of his work. 
I went into a barber shop in my hotel 
and said to the barber who was cutting 
my hair, “I read a lot about this Amer- 
ican evangelist, Billy Graham. Did he 
really touch the people in England?” 
The barber replied, “I didn’t hear him, 
but my wife and sister did and I be- 
lieve that he is a ‘right guy.’ He cer- 
tainly had everyone talking about re- 
ligion.” A manicurist at the next chair 
broke into the conversation, “My sister 
went to hear him several times and she 
is starting to go back to church again.” 
I replied, “What about you?” She an- 
swered, “Well, I may have a go at it 
myself.” 

Two salespeople in a furniture store 
were interested, a man politely so, but 
a woman very interested, even to the 
point of starting a spiritual conversa- 
tion to talk about her own need. 

A friend told me that a vaudeville 
artist in a London theater has as the 
main part of his act an imitation of 
Billy Graham, and that he gets his 


audience into fits of laughter with, 
“And now let us all sing together.” 
This same friend informed me that in 
a musical comedy there is a skit pok- 
ing fun at Hollywood films on religious ’ 
subjects—“Script by Isidore Sokolsky 
from an idea by Elijah.” They cause 
laughter by satirizing the crudity of 
American films on Bible subjects, but 
their biggest laugh comes when two 
sinners who are ridiculed start solemnly 
toward the wings saying, “You may 
despise us if you will, but there will be 
a welcome for the likes of us at Har- 
ringay.” Harringay, it may need to be © 
explained to some, is the name of the 
arena where the London crusade was 
held. 

Finally, I talked with several different 
London ministers about the effects of 
the crusade on their own churches. Two 
of the ministers were Anglicans, one 
was a Baptist and one a Congregation- 
alist. Oddly enough each of the four 
had received seventy decision cards 
from the campaign. All are devoted 
ministers and had visited each person 
whose name was on their lists within a 
day or two of receiving them. Only one 
testified that there were conversions 
from completely non-Christian back- 
grounds. Two people, in one of the 
cases, had had no Christian upbringing 
and had come straight from what might 
be called paganism. All of the rest—278 
cases—were people who had had some 
Christian training in youth but who 
had grown away from the church dur- 
ing adolescence or during the war 
years. 

All of these ministers stressed the 
tremendous importance of follow-up 
work in Bible teaching. All said that 
their church attendance had increased 
only slightly and that there was much 
to be done. 

There can be no doubt of the fact 
that God gave a great stirring to Brit- 
ain. The questions of religious interest 
are being discussed in the newspapers, 
in articles and in letters to the editors. 
There has been no appreciable increase 
in the circulation of the religious 
papers and magazines of Britain, and 
there were only two people among the 
7,000 at Keswick who raised their 
hands to say that they had come because 
of the Billy Graham meetings. But the 
interesting thing was that this year 
there were some seven thousand people 
at Keswick where before there had 
been only about five thousand. It 
would appear that the Christians them- 
selves are deeply moved and that they 
are crying to God for continued bless- 
ing. We need to water these results 
with our prayers and ask God for re- 
vival in Britain that will continue, and 


grow deeper. 
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HE MORMON MENACE 


Mormonism cleverly coats large doses of error with a 
thin layer of half-truths and seemingly plausible reasons 


By Walter N. Martin 


Graduate student, New York University, author of 
Jehovah of the Watchtower and expert on the cults. 


religions called America, none is more subtle or 

dangerous to the unwary soul than the Church of 
Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints, the official name for 
Mormonism. This stalwart organization is composed of 
over 1,200,000 members, all active in zealously promoting 
the “revelations” of “Prophet” Joseph Smith and the in- 
domitable Brigham Young. Ruled by a first president and 
a supreme council, ironically titled “The Twelve Apostles,” 
the Mormon religion stretches the length and breadth of 
our country and reaches even to numerous foreign mission 
fields throughout the world. Indeed, in our era, what with 
its tremendous wealth, growing prestige and zeal for mis- 
sionary programs Mormonism constitutes an immense 
threat to the Church of Jesus Christ. 


() all the major cults extant in the melting pot of 


Historical View 


From Salt Lake City, Utah, the hub of the Mormon 
wheel of ever-expanding influence, thousands of energetic 
Mormon missionaries travel each year two by two even 
as the apostles of old* to carry one of the cleverest coun- 
terfeits of the true gospel yet devised, and one which 
stands ready to ensnare the souls of a world rich in religion 
and bankrupt in the faith that saves. Today Mormonism 
is powerful, its missionary program staggering and its in- 
roads upon the Christian faith tragic. But what type of 
doctrine is it that appeals so much to the modern mind 
that orthodox Christianity suffers as a result? Who brought 
about the Mormon religion which today plagues our mis- 
sion fields?’ What do Mormons believe and how can they 
be effectively combatted? These questions are being asked 
by concerned Christian pastors, evangelists and laymen 
everywhere who recognize the threat of Mormonism and 
the need for a definite plan of action to meet the growing 
challenge both at home and abroad. Let us therefore ex- 
amine the history and doctrines of this “new gospel” which 
found its origin not in the inspired writings of the New 
Testament but in the mind of one Joseph Smith in the 
year 1830. 


* Jehovah’s Witnesses also follow this practice when possible. 
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The Joseph Smiths 


Joseph Smith, Jr., founder of the Mormon religion, was 
born in Royalton, Vermont, December 23, 1805, the son 
of a poverty-stricken ne’er-do-well and part-time treasure 
hunter who spent his time dabbling in the occult and 
searching for Captain Kidd’s treasure.* Young Joe, as he 
was irreverently referred to in his pre-prophet days, early 
gained the reputation of being the biggest faker of the 
entire Smith family and was engaged for the most part of 
his youth in seeking Captain Kidd’s treasure and in gazing 
through “peep stones” in which he declared to supersti- 
tious neighbors he could see their futures. A personal ac- 
count from Pomeroy Tucker,* author of Origin and 
Progress of the Mormons, and a man who was personally 
acquainted with the Smith family, can best portray the 
early character of Joseph Smith. Witness his unprejudiced 
testimony: 

“At this period in the life and career of Joseph Smith, 
Jr., or ‘Joe Smith,’ as he was universally named, and the 
Smith family, they were popularly regarded as an illiter- 
ate, whiskey-drinking, shiftless, irreligious race of people 
—the first named, the chief subject of this biography, 
being unanimously voted the laziest and most worthless 
of the generation. From the age of twelve to twenty years 
he is distinctly remembered as a dull-eyed, flaxen-haired, 
prevaricating boy—noted only for his indolent and vaga- 
bondish character, and his habits of exaggeration and 
untruthfulness. Taciturnity was among his characteristic 
idiosyncrasies, and he seldom spoke to anyone outside 
of his intimate associates, except when first addressed by 
another; and then, by reason of the extravagancies of 
his statement, his word was received with the least con- 
fidence by those who knew him best. He could utter the 
most palpable exaggeration or marvelous absurdity with 
the utmost apparent gravity.””* 

Further than this the following testimony was given by 
prominent members of the community in which the Smith 
family lived: 

“We, the undersigned, being personally acquainted 
with the family of Joseph Smith, Sr., with whom the 
Gold Bible, so-called, originated, state: That they were 
not only a lazy, indolent set of men, but also intemper- 
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ate, and their word was not to be depended upon; and 
that we are truly glad to dispense with their society. 
“We, the undersigned, have been acquainted with the 
Smith family for a number of years, while they resided 
near this place, and we have no hesitation in saying 
that we consider them destitute of that moral character 
which ought to entitle them to the confidence of any 
community. They were particularly famous for visionary 
projects; spent much of their time in digging for money 
which they pretended was hid in the earth, and to this 
day large excavations may be seen in the earth, not far 
from their residence, where they used to spend their 
time in digging for hidden treasures. Joseph Smith, Sr., 
and his son Joseph were, in particular, considered entire- 
ly destitute of moral character, and addicted to vicious 
habits.””* 
This is a far different picture from that so vividly manu- 
factured by numerous Mormon historians. It should be 
noted that this is contemporary evidence, not the product 
of flowery Mormon historians who have distorted the true 
character of Smith and portrayed him as a noble, self- 


1 Lynn, Wm. Alexander, The Story of the Mormons, p. 10, MacMillan, 
1902. 


2 Tucker, Pomeroy, Origin, Rise and Progress of Mormonism, p. 16, 
New York, 1867. 

3 Fritjofson, Kenneth H., Historical Analysis of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, The Examiner, Vol. I, p. 18. 

« Ibid, p. 10. 

s Tract published by the Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints quot- 
ed from The Examiner, January 1952, pp. 21, 22. 

e Van Baalen, J. K., The Chaos of Cults, pp. 144-145. 
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sacrificing youth dedicated to the gospel of Christ and the 
Bible, which history tells us he emphatically was not} 


The Revelation 


The general story of how Smith received his “revelation” 
is a most amusing piece of fantasy and would be occasion 
for genuine laughter were it not for the tragic fact that 
almost one and one-half million people believe it as God- 
breathed truth. As the story. goes the “sanctified” Smith, 
bent on serving the true God, was the recipient of a vision 
in which both the Father and the Son spoke to him, 
despaired of the failure of Christendom to dispense the 
gospel, and anointed the “humble” Joseph “Prophet of 
the True Christian Religion.”* Accompanying these celes- 
tial manifestations young Smith was in the course of time 
interviewed by a most obliging angel, Moroni by name, 
who entrusted to “Joe” the privilege of translating the 
“Golden Plates” of what later became the fabulous Book 
of Mormon,’ which was among other things a dismal 
plagiarism of the King James Bible. The thoughtful angel 
also provided the illiterate Smith with a pair of miraculous 
spectacles, Urim and Thummim respectively, with the aid 
of which Joe “translated” the Golden Plates for posterity. 
Smith’s cohort in the perpetration of this gigantic hoax 
was one Martin Harris, by turn a former Quaker, Univer- 
salist, Baptist, Presbyterian and a religious adventurer 
whose sanity, it was said by contemporaries, would have 
been hard to establish in a court of law. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Roman Catholic influence on Radio Free Europe 
New tax law benefits Christian organizations 


Billy Graham plans to return to Great Britain 


Radio Free Europe is a non-profit 
enterprise broadcasting from Munich, 
ostensibly the voice of democracy to tell 
the Europeans what goes on in the free 
world. This organization has the use of 
the United States mails, as its _propa- 
ganda instructs people to contribute 
“care of your local postmaster.” Roman 
Catholics virtually dominate the relig- 
ious programs, it has been reported by 
reliable observers. Four priests in their 
robes are in the offices in Munich and 
the Roman Catholic mass is regularly 
broadcast. When a protest was made to 
the World Council of Churches office 
in Geneva, WCC officials said they could 
do nothing as Radio Free Europe was 
entirely an American organization and 
that all complaints would have to come 
from the United States. The Protestant 
press should take up this matter and the 
widest publicity should be given to the 
news in this paragraph. 


GERMAN REDS RETRACT PROMISE 


Protestants of East Germany, who said 
what they meant about Communism dur- 
ing the recent all-German Evangelical 
church rally at Leipzig may, after all, 
have to pay dearly for it. Reports said 
that Otto Nuschke, East German Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Church Affairs, 
who during the rally at Leipzig, assured 
newspaper men that the people who 
spoke their minds freely “will not be 
persecuted,” has changed his attitude. 
While, during the rally Mr. Nuschke 
only intimated that “wherever offenses 
occurred” those responsible “might be 
questioned” in attempt “to win them 
for the East,” he was later quoted as 
saying that those responsible would be 
“called to account.” 

The church rally at Leipzig was at- 
tended by some 65,000 delegates from 
the East Zone and about 10,000 from 
West Germany and its closing services 
drew a crowd of over 400,000. Simul- 
taneously, the Communist authorities 
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organized meetings at Leipzig and it 
was chiefly at these meetings that some 
participants uttered sharp criticism of 
the regime. As the church Rally had 
only been permitted on the condition 
that no anti-Communist political demon- 
strations would be tolerated, Nuschke 
emphasized that the visitors from West 
Germany kept their promise “not to en- 
gage in political agitation for the West.” 
The attacks on Communist policy were 
made “primarily” by East Germans, he 
said. 

TAX LAW BENEFITS GOSPEL 

Important provisions affecting Chris- 
tian groups are included in the new tax 
bill which President Eisenhower has 
signed into law. 

The new law raises from 20 to 30 
percent the amount a taxpayer may de- 
duct from his income by reason of chari- 
table contributions. However, it pro- 
vides that the additional 10 percent must 
be limited to gifts to “a church, a con- 
vention or association of churches, or a 
regularly established educational insti- 
tution; or a hospital.” 


LELAND WANG IN U. S. 

Dr. Leland Wang, director of the 
Chinese Foreign Missionary Union, has 
arrived with Mrs. Wang from Java. Al- 
ready Dr. Wang has held meetings in 
Los Angeles and in Texas centers but 
reportedly still has open time on his 
speaking schedule. His U. S. address is 
6319 Brook Lea, Houston, Texas. 


REDS PUSH ANTI-GOD CAMPAIGN 

The anti-religious campaign started 
recently in Moscow has spread to all 
sixteen republics of the Soviet Union, 
amid Communist complaints that church 
attendance in at least one republic is 
increasing. 

Newspapers and _ radio stations 
throughout the U. S. S. R. have been 
playing up criticism of local organiza- 
tions for their slackness in promoting 
atheism. 

Typical was an article published in 
the Stavropolskaya Pravda and quoted 


by the local radio station in Stavropol. 
The article accused local officials of 
lack of interest in the anti-religious 
campaign. 

It also reported that the number of 
church-going persons in the Russian re- 
public, the most important of the 16, was 
increasing. It added that among the 
churchgoers were school children, “some 
of whom even serve during the perform- 
ance of church services.” 

The newspaper said this was an im- 
portant problem because churchgoers 
were distracting the Soviet people from 
their work. 

“Religious beliefs,” it said, “are a 
remnant of the cursed capitalist past 
and hinder the progress of Communism 
in the Soviet Union.” 


GRAHAM WILL RETURN TO BRITAIN 

Billy Graham has acceded to the 
strong pressure for him to return to 
Great Britain for further meetings. He 
has accepted the invitation to lead an 
evangelistic campaign in Glasgow’s Kel- 
vin Hall for six weeks from the middle 
of March until the end of April. 

Dr. Graham’s itinerary in the U. S. 
will be somewhat lighter this year be- 
cause of the projected meetings abroad. 
After his Nashville campaign, scheduled 
to close September 21, he will open a 
crusade in New Orleans Oct. 3. In 
November he will hold a series of brief 
engagements on the West Coast and in 
Januaty will be in Florida. 

Readers of ETEernity are urged to con- 
tinue their prayers on behalf of this 
gifted young man—a man sent from God 
for this generation. 


FIVE LAYMEN LEAD CRUSADE 

An evangelistic team composed en- 
tirely of laymen, headed by Howard E. 
Butt, Jr., of Corpus Christi, Texas, has 
conducted a unique evangelistic cam- 
paign in the much evangelized city of 
Fort Worth. 

The preachers sat on the sidelines and 
watched as hundreds of persons “went 
forward” during the eight-night effort 
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_ that attracted more than 70,000 in the 


city’s high school football stadium. 

Howard Butt, who has been called 
“God's Groceryman” is vice president of 
a sixty-two-store food chain. The twenty- 
seven-year-old lay evangelist was aided 
by an effective team. Master of cere- 
monies and song leader was Fred W. 
Smith of Cincinnati, vice-president of 
the Gruen Watch Company. Karl Steele, 
head of Wheaton College’s art depart- 
ment, presented chalk drawings, employ- 
ing fluorescent chalk and special lighting 
effects. Fourth member of the team was 
Fague Springman, University of Mary- 
land voice teacher, who served as soloist. 

During the course of the Fort Worth 
campaign Springman, who sings pro- 
fessionally in radio, television and with 
the Washington Symphony Orchestra, 
as Lee Fairfax, turned down an offer to 
sing the lead in a new Broadway musical. 

Business manager of the crusade was 
William Mead of Lubbock, Texas, 
youthful head of a chain of West Texas 
bakeries. It was the first time the five 
men had worked together in an evan- 
gelistic effort although all have had pre- 
vious experiences in campaigns. 


HOW PROTESTANTS CREATE ‘TENSIONS’ 


Reports of persecution of Protestants 
in Colombia, Spain and Italy are creat- 
ing “tensions” in these lands, according 
to a Jesuitical statement issued recently 
by the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference of Washington, central propa- 
ganda agency of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the U. S. 

Meanwhile, statements voicing the 
same line were issued by President Gus- 
tave Rojas Pinilla, who, in his inaugural 
address, declared that Protestant activity 
in Colombia was destroying the faith of 
Colombians and leaving them an easy 
prey to Communism. 

Like a puppet on a string, the Colom- 
bian ambassador to the United States, 
Eduardo Zuleta-Angel, said that too 
many Protestant ministers have gone to 
Colombia. He said that 175 ministers 
were serving 12,000 Protestants in 27 
denominations, making a ratio of one 
missionary for 100 Christians compared 
to the ratio of one minister to 300 com- 
municants, the figure for the U. S. 
Zuleta-Angel reported that there were 
12,000,000 Roman Catholics in Colom- 
bia. 

Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, NAE secretary 
of affairs and a former missionary to 
South America, told the U. S. State De- 
partment that American Protestants “in- 
tensely resent the implication that Prot- 
estant missionary activity anywhere on 
earth either deprives the people of Chris- 
tian faith or is conducive to the spread 
of Communism.” 

The accusation by Roman Catholic 
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leadership that the small band of Protes- 
tants in Colombia, Italy and Spain 
brings to mind the greeting of King 
Ahab when he first saw Elijah—“Art 
thou he that troubleth Israel?” Ahab 
didn’t mention that his wife Jezebel had 
butchered all the prophets she could get 
her hands on. He just accused Elijah of 
creating tensions. 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


C. S. Lewis, noted British author and 
Christian apologist, has been elected 
first holder of the chair of Medieval and 
Renaissance English at Cambridge Uni- 
versity. The author of the Screwtape 
Letters has been a fellow and tutor of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, since 1925 
... Dr. F. W. Boreham, noted Australian 
preacher, author and frequent contri- 
butor to ETernity, has been named an 
Officer of the British Empire in the re- 
cent Queen’s Birthday Honors List . . . 
John C. Broger, president of the Far 
East Broadcasting Company, has re- 
turned to the organization’s home office 
in Whittier, Calif., after serving two 
months as a consultant to the office of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon 
. . . Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, has 
been elected president of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance . . . James Savage, 
a missionary to Venezuela under The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission, has been 
loaned to Youth for Christ International 
to serve as director of the World Con- 
gress on Evangelism April 17 to 24 in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil . . . Charles E. Wilson 
of Chicago has been appointed manager 
of the newly opened information office 
of Moody Bible Institute in Philadelphia 
... The Rev. Robert I. Brown, deputa- 
tion secretary of the North Africa Mis- 
sion, will return to North Africa this 
fall to continue his missionary work in 
the field ... The Rev. Dr. (Major Gen- 
eral) Ivan L. Bennett, retired Army 
Chief of Chaplains, and the Rev. Dr. 
James Z. Nettinga of Pasadena, Calif., 
have been named secretaries of the 
American Bible Society . . . The Rev. 
Charles (Chuck) B. Templeton, former 
full-time evangelist for the National 
Council of Churches, has been named 
secretary of the division of evangelism 
of the Presbyterian (U. S. A.) Board of 
National Missions . . . Dr. W. A. Cris- 
well, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, has been elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 
He succeeds Dr. W. F. Powell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Nashville . . . The 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen of Philadelphia 
has been chosen president of the He- 
brew Christian Alliance of America. Mr. 
Buksbazen is executive secretary of the 
Friends of Israel . . . Herbert J. Taylor 
of Chicago, chairman of the board of 
Club Aluminum Products Co., and noted 


Christian layman, has been elected presi- 
dent of Rotary International . . . Wesley 
Hartzell, news editor of Christian Life, 


has been made city editor of the Chicago . 


American . . . Everett S. Graftam, ad- 


ministrative assistant to the president of . 


Providence-Barrington Bible College, 
has resigned to become president of the 
Buffalo Bible Institute. 


VATICAN DISCLAIMS WEALTH 


Repeated charges that the Vatican 
State is one of the wealthiest in the 
world has brought a defensive statement 
from Roman Catholic authorities in the 
official Vatican paper, Osservatore Della 
Domenica, which states that “the rich- 
ness of the Church is a myth.” 

Stating that the Vatican is not as 
wealthy as “its enemies suppose,” the 
paper said that “its financial means are 
barely sufficient to meet the needs of 
the Church in every part of the world, 
and especially in the mission fields.” 

Communists have taunted the Roman- 
ists with the suggestion the Vatican 
treasures be sold to help the poor. 

Both Romanists and Communists are 
referred to Revelation 18. 


K. OF C. PROGRAM WINS CONVERTS 

A record number of 310,000 requests 
for information about Roman Catholic- 
ism haye been received by the Knights 
of Columbus during the past year as a 
result of its advertising program, Su- 
preme Knight Luke E. Hart reported to 
the 72nd annual meeting of its Supreme 
Council in Louisville, Ky. 

Hart said this was the first time that 
the yearly number of inquiries had ex- 
ceeded 300,000. He said enrollments for 
religious instruction by mail came to 
40,376, likewise a record. 

Since the start of the K. of C. adver- 
tising program in February, 1948, a total 
of 1,606,855 inquiries had been received, 
Hart said, with 157,658 enrolled for in- 
struction. 


INDIA INSTRUCTS MISSIONARIES 

President Rajendra Prasad urged 
Christian missionaries in India to avoid 
activities that create suspicion and mis- 
understanding. 

However, the President, addressing 
Christians gathered at a Mysore church, 
said there could be no objection to ac- 
tivities that were purely religious. 

President Prasad traced the develop- 
ment of religious freedom in India and 
noted the constitution’s guarantee that 
all Indians may practice their own religi- 
ous beliefs. 

After saying that no one could object 
to religious activities by missionaries, 
the President added that it was “natural” 
that conflicts should arise when acts of 
the missionaries led to suspicion and 
misunderstanding. 

Acknowledging the great service rend- 

(Continued on page 40) 
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CHAPTER 10 part 1 


GOD ANNOUNCES VICTORY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


ere is only one Being in the universe who knows the 
end from the beginning, and that is our God in the 
three Persons of His being, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
From what we have seen thus far, it has been demonstrated 
that both Satan and man, by the very nature of their re- 
bellion, had that short-sightedness which characterizes the 
creature and which is one of the proofs that our ways are 
not God's ways and that our thoughts are not His thoughts 
(Isa. 55:9). 


Time Shall Be No More 


The announcement to Satan in the garden of Eden not 
only set in motion the laws of history, chiefly characterized 
by Satan’s hatred of the people of God—Israel and the 
Church—and by his hatred of the Word of God, but also 
pronounced the absolute doom of Satan and the impenitent 
children of Adam and proclaimed the final triumph of 
our God. Alongside the eternity of the single will of God 
had come the beginning of time and the introduction of a 
second will. This brief moment of time, God has assured 
us from the beginning, will come to an end. The kingdoms 
of this earth will become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and His government will merge into eternity 
and the single will of God. The claims of other wills will 
have been demonstrated to be baseless and there will be 
but one will again in all the universe and forever. The 
rebel wills which may still smolder with their eternal hatred 
against the righteousness and justice of God will be re- 
strained forever in an outer darkness, and will be unknown 
and unremembered to the universe of beings who are with 
God. This is the consummation we now await. The power 
of Satan is to be absolutely crushed and put away forever, 
while God's deliverer, the Lord Jesus Christ, shall be ex- 
alted, and we who believe in Him shall share that exaltation. 


A Moral Prokiem 


The moment that we say that some members of the race 
of fallen Adam are going to be in Heaven with a holy God, 
participating with Him in the rule and government of 
the universe, we raise a great moral problem and express 
a dilemma that must be resolved. How can a holy God take 
any sinful creatures to Himself? How can any member of 
the race of Adam get to Heaven? The thoughtlessness of 
the human mind is perhaps nowhere more clearly illustrated 
than in that easy nonchalance of the average person toward 
the idea of Heaven. 

The mass of fallen humanity looks upon some pleasant 
life after death as a part of the human birthright. The 
primitive mind of the American Indian looked upon life 
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after death as a happy hunting ground. The unsaved of the 
past generation read and circulated a novel with the title, 
All This and Heaven Too, which evidently includes the 
idea that the earth is a beautiful place, that life is wonder- 
ful, and that when we have drunk all the joys of this earth, 
we shall go on to the joys of Heaven. While this is true for 
a regenerated person who has believed that God Himself 
has satisfied all the righteous demands of His holiness by 
Christ’s death in our behalf, it most certainly is not true 
for the mass of unregenerate people who fill the earth and 
even many churches. Heaven is as far above the earth 
spiritually as it is physically. While it is true for the 
Christian that “all the Hell we have is here on earth,” it is 
just as true for the non-Christian that all the Heaven he 
shall have is here on earth. The Negroes are more realistic 
and certainly theologically more accurate when they sing in 
the chorus to their spiritual: 


Heaven .. . Heaven... 
Everybody talkin’ ’bout Heaven ain’t goin’ thar . . . 


Surely Satan who before the fall had been the covering 
cherub occupied with the holiness of God, knew that this 
dilemma would arise out of God’s holy hatred for sin and 
the consequent necessity of judgment upon any creature who 
departed from the single will of God. It would seem that 
the thought, or one thought at least, which was in the 
back of his mind in the seduction of the human race was 
that he had turned the tables on God and put the Lord in 
an impossible situation. For had not God wrecked Lucifer’s 
earth, making it without form and void, a wreck and a 
ruin, and Lucifer could do nothing about it? Now, if 
Satan could get man to sin, he would have succeeded in 
making God’s new creation a wreck and a ruin; and God’s 
holiness would not permit Him to do anything about it. 


Satan’s Reasoning 


The thought of God’s answer in the incarnation through 
which the redemption of an elect company would be 
wrought had never entered into the mind of the enemy. He 
saw merely in the straight lines of simple creature logic. His 
reasoning might be set forth as follows: This God is absolute 
in His holiness, and He is absolute in His justice. His 
blessings drop down like a waterfall, and man stands there 
in the place of blessing because there is no sin in him. But 
if I could only get him to step out of the place of blessing 
into the place of sin, God would have to pour upon him 
the acid-fall of His divine wrath. For the one thing that a 
God of holiness and justice could never, never do would be 
to condone sin in any way. 
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That Satan must have thought thus we conclude from 
his speaking actions which said: “God has created this puny 
creature, man, and has given him dominion over the 
province that was mine, yes, that is yet mine. I shall get man 
to sin and God will be frustrated, and He shall know the 
mouthful of this dust that has become my meat.” 

There is a great illustration of this idea in the story of 
Balaam. The children of Israel, after their victory over the 
Amorites, camped near the country of Moab. The king of 
the Moabites, Balak, was frightened at the fate of his 
neighbors, and his first reaction was to get Balaam, the hire- 
ling prophet, to come to his aid. The true God intervened 
and warned the prophet that he was to bless His people, 
for they were chosen of God. Balak sent more honorable 
messengers, with offers of richer rewards, but the Lord re- 
vealed to Balaam that, though he went under the permis- 
sive will of God to the king of Moab, he would have to speak 
the words which the Lord gave him to speak. Balaam fol- 
lowed the counsel of his greed and acted against the direc- 
tive will of God. We are familiar with the story of the ass 
in whose mouth the Lord put the words to curb the selfish 
prophet. Then Balaam went to Balak and thrice over he 
prophesied great blessing for the children of Israel. 


Balak’s Plan 


But what Balak had not been able to obtain by giving 
wages to a hireling prophet, he now obtained by a method 
of seduction. The women of Moab came round about the 
camp of Israel and the men of Israel took the women of 
Moab. There has always been a very closely drawn psy- 
chological line between the sex instinct and that of religion, 
and it was not long before the men of Israel began to at- 
tend the sacrifices of the gods of the Moabites, partook of 
their feasts, and bowed down to the idols. Then we read: 
“And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor; and the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against Israel” (Num. 25:3). This 
was just what Balak, king of Moab, had desired—that the 
anger of the Lord should be kindled against Israel; and, 
when he could not get a curse against the people from the 
lips of Balaam, he got a curse from the anger of the Lord 
against this people because of the spiritual departure from 
the Lord. 


Satan’s Strategy 


This was exactly the strategy that Satan was employing 
in the garden of Eden. Man was in the place of blessing, 
and God, therefore, could not be filled with wrath against 
him. No word of curse could be pronounced against man by 
any being within the camp of the enemy, for man was not 
yet at enmity against God. But get the man to depart from 
the place of blessing, and God Himself would be forced, 
by the very nature of His being, to curse man and seemingly 
play Satan’s game. Satan thought that this would have to 
be of necessity an eternal, universal curse, and that he 
would thereby have outplayed God and given God a 
taste of the frustration which was gritting in his own 
mouth. He did not know the depths of the heart of God 
or the nature of God’s dealings with sin by the death of a 
substitute. 

Is it any wonder that Paul, the great spiritual logician, 
should find himself crying out in an ejaculation of super- 
natural joy: “O the depths of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 11:33). Satan 
had understood the way of God’s holiness and the way of 
God's justice, for he had felt the fullness of these ways in 
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the separation which had been invoked against him and in 
the stroke of judgment which had come upon him. But he 
had no point of reference to gauge the loving-kindness of 
the divine heart. He had no knowledge of the doctrine of 

grace. 


Beyond Man’s Comprehension 


Our -finite minds cannot understand all of the divine 
plan. Somewhere along the line, we are going to find a 
question which causes us to admit that we do not know 
all the answers and that we must abandon ourselves to the 
full tide of faith, trusting God that understanding shall be 
ours in some future day. We may not be able to under- 
stand, fully, the positive statements of God as to His abso- 
lute sovereignty and the equally positive statements as to 
the place of man’s will. We may not be able to compre- 
hend the seeming overlapping of the total depravity of 
mankind and the total responsibility of each individual 
for his own position and condition. But that which best 
satisfies the mind of this writer, when we think of the 
reasons why God permitted a fall which He undoubtedly 
had the power to avert, is that without that fall there 
could never have been any knowledge of His loving-kind- 
ness, His tender mercy, His longsuffering, His free sover- 
eign grace—doctrines of which Satan was seemingly in total 
ignorance. 

In order to proceed with the study of God’s method of 
working in the redemption of man and the defeat of Satan, 
it is necessary for us to go back for a moment and pick up 
one thread of truth which we have mentioned before. We 
again ask the question: When Adam sinned, how far did 
the human race fall? On the answer to that question de- 
pends all the rest of the development of doctrinal know- 
ledge. We do not need to consider the humanistic doctrine 
that man did not fall, but that he is on his way upward to 
bigger and better things; nor will we spend time on the 
Roman Catholic doctrine that man slipped over the edge 
and that he is restored by the sacraments administered at 
the hands of a priesthood. Those who come to the Bible 
as to the supreme court will reject these two positions 
without hesitation since they are manifestly so far from the 
truth. On the other hand, the vast majority of people who 
believe that the Bible is the Word of God hold to one of 
two doctrines: namely, either that man fell a long way, 
but that he still has in himself the power of climbing out 
of the pit of sin, and that he is somehow the maker of his 
own destiny; or, the opposite doctrine, that he fell so great 
a distance that he does not have the power in himself to 
lift himself out of his lost condition. We hold, unquestion- 
ingly, that the Scripture teaches the latter of these two 
positions, although we shall at the same time demonstrate 
that man is fully responsible for his condition. 


Now, when we show that the Bible teaches the doctrine 
of total depravity, we are not claiming that there is no 
good in man, but that there is no good in man that can sat- 
isfy God. We have already pointed out from Scripture that 
“the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 
know them because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 
2:14); and, “the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it 
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be; so 
then they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 
8:7); and, “there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God . . . there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one” (Rom. 3:11, 12). These texts are indicative of 
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LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


OCTOBER 24, 1954 
Guidance for Family Living 
Proverbs 4; 6:20—7:27; 17:1; 19:13, 14; 
31:10—31 
Printed Text: Proverbs 4:1-4; 6:20-23; 
19:13, 14; 31:10-12 
Devotional Reading: 1 Corinthians 13 


INTRODUCTION In order to gain a better 
ration for the study 


re 
and csidibiaenadiiien of t the lesson this week, 
the student is urged to begin by making 
a list of as many of the factors as possible 
which should to make up a tian 
family life. t ought Christian family 
life include? The verses in Ephesians 
5:21—6:4 will undoubtedly be of much 
help in compiling such a list. Of course, at 
the outset, there should be the recognition 
of the authority of the Lord Himself. 
Without Christ in the central place in the 
home and family, it is useless to endeavor 
to maintain an adequate Christian home. 
The husband is the human head of the 
home, the wife being subject to him in 
the way that the Church is to be subject 
to the Lord. However, no husband who 
considers his obligation to the wife will 
ever “lord it over” her; for the husband 
is commissioned to love his wife in the 
same way that Christ loves the Church. 
This is the ideal, but how far short of 
the ideal so much family life falls. 
Surely, we would include in such a list 
the place of love in the home—true, divine 
love that is. The godly love which ought 
to motivate members of a Christian family 
must be akin to the divine love—i.e., a 
giving love. “God so loved that he gave 
. . -” Christian family members must so 
love that they shall give as well. Children 
are to be obedient in the Lord to their 
parents; but at the same time, parents 
are not to incite their children to anger 
by their attitudes toward them. What 
tragedy is often wrought because parents 
have failed to understand their children. 
Consider the case of children who possess 
initiative, and desire to experiment—to 
maintain a hobby with which they can oc- 
cupy their spare hours. How sad is the 
nition of the parent who thwarts such 
youthful ambition and thus loses the con- 
fidence of a boy or girl which would ordi- 
narily be put in the parent. Encourage- 
ment rather than scorn and ridicule 
should be the keyword for the parent. 
However, of course, the child must ack- 
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nowledge the authority of his parents in 
the Lord. 

One of the factors which contributed 
much to the maintenance of godly homes 
in the past, and which has become largely 
obsolete in our so-called “enlightened” 
day, is the family altar. Today, families— 
even Christian families—are seemingly too 
busy with too many activities to. find the 
time to meet together for the common 
reading of the Word and prayer for each 
other and the needs of the household. 
What a strong foundation is the family 
altar, and how we need a revival of the 
practice among the Christian families of 
our day. All of these elements find an im- 
portant part on any list that the student 
may make; indeed, your list may be much 
longer, but it should contain those things 
which truly go to comprise the Christian 
home. 

For an outline of the lesson, we submit 
the following: I. Father to Son (Prov. 
4:1-4). II. Children’s Obligation to Parents 
(Prov. 6:20-23). III. The Wife and Mother 
(Prov. 19:13-14). IV. The Ideal Wife 
(Prov. 31:10-12). 


The Exposition 


PROVERBS The book of Proverbs is 
4:1-4 written from the point 
of view of an instructor speaking to his 
students—a father teaching his children. 
At this point, the speaker draws upon his 
own childhood from which he learned 
many things, as an example to pass on to 
his followers or children. It is one thing 
to say: “Do as I say, and not as I do”; it 
is much better to be able to point to one’s 
own life—in modesty, of course—and use it 
as a sample of what is expected of others. 
Here, verses 1 and 2 give the call to listen 
to what is to follow; verse 3 is the illus- 
tration drawn from life: “I was once a 
child too, and received instruction from 
my parents,: which instruction I took to 
heart, and on the basis of it, pass on my 
instruction to you.” It then becomes a 
matter of “Go thou and do likewise!” 
Actually, the Christian’s example is ex- 
tremely important in daily living. Those 
round about us take note—even though 
casually and apparently at times disinter- 
estedly—of the way we put into practice 
what we proclaim. Dare we say, in addi- 
tion to our admonition to others: “Watch 
my own life; I seek to put into practice 
what I preach”? 


PROVERBS The “Honor thy father 
6:20-23 and thy mother” of Ex- 
odus 20 is enlarged upon here to include 
the keeping of the commandment of the 





father and. the instruction of the mother. 
Happy is the child who has godly parents 
who bring him up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. When we see con- 
stantly about us the way children are 
brought up—shall we say “dragged up”— 
with little or no regard for the things of 
the Lord; when we observe how they are 
permitted to run wild, feast on the filth 
of so-called “comic” books and the crime 
of TV; when parents simply do not bring— 
nor send—their children to Sunday school 
and church in many instances: then we 
comprehend how great is the heritage of 
the one who has had Christian parents. 
And Christian parents—or parents-to-be— 
ought to bend every effort to train their 
offspring in the ways of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Observe the emphasis given to 
obedience to parents in verse 21. And, this 
commandment from God passed on to chil- 
dren by the parents, is personified in verse 
22, for every portion of the day—daily 
activities, sleeping, arising. How true this 
very thing is with the Word of God. 
Stored away in our hearts, the Word en- 
ables us to walk aright, not sinning 
against the Lord. At night, when we come 
to the close of the day and face the hours 
of sleep, the Word will penetrate deeply 
into our lives, if we permit it to search us 
before we retire. And, “when morning 
gilds the skies, my heart, awakening, cries: 
‘May Jesus Christ be praised!’” The day 
ought to be begun with the Lord and His 
Word to start us out on the right foot. 
Observe the verbs: walk—lead; sleep— 
guard; awake—talk. This is His Word and 
its power in us. 


PROVERBS What a disappointment 
19:13, 14 it is for a father who has 
endeavored to give his son the best, to 
have him squander his life and waste it. 
We have an illustration something along 
these lines in the familiar story of the 
prodigal son. How sad the father must 
have been; yet, how joyful he was when 
the boy returned. Of course, a parent who 
has contributed nothing in love, time, 
energy and interest to his child has no 
right to expect him to achieve anything 
of importance. He has himself to blame, 
and if the child amounts to anything of 
importance, it is in spite of the parent, 
not because of him. But it is often true 
that the Christian parent sees his child go 
his own way, influenced by the world, his 
companions in the world and his selfish 
interests. This is, indeed, a heartache to 
the devoted parent. 

The secon rt of verse 13 speaks of the 
contentious wife. There is an old Arab 
proverb which says that there are three 
things that make the home intolerable: 
altakk, alnakk and albakk. The three words 
sound much the same, but mean (respec- 
tively): rain trickling through the roof, a 
contentious wife and insects. In fact, the 
writer Of Proverbs states (21:19) that it is 
better to live in the desert than with a 
contentious woman. It is often rightly said 
that marriages are made in Heaven. Verse 
14 would seem to give some indications 
along this line. The contentious wife is a 
“continual dropping” the previous verse 
said—akin to water dropping through a 
hole in the roof on a rainy day. But the 
prudent wife—one who has good under- 
standing and avoids nagging—is from the 
Lord. 


PROVERBS Here we find the charac- 
31:10-12 ter of a woman of u- 
ine value set forth (v. 10 ff.) Verses 10-12 
present the general pattern; verses 13-29, 
the particular—i.e., some of the personal 
qualities of the ideal wife; and finally, 
verses 30, 31 give the summary of her 
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. character. It is interesting to note in pass- 


ing, that commencing with verse 10, each 
of the verses is in the form of an acrostic— 
i.e., each verse ins with a consecutive 
ok of the Hebrew alphabet: 10, aleph; 

, beth; 12, gimel; 13, daleth, etc. is 
on a device to assist the memory in re- 
peating these verses by heart. The family 
which has such a woman, herein described, 
as wife and mother, is blessed indeed; she 
is “from the Lord” (19:14). 


CONCLUSION Above all, the one char- 

acteristic feature which 
cements a family together is the element of 
love. When there is a real sense of love 
akin to divine love, there will always be 
the tendency to overlook minor faults and 
minimize disagreements. Such love, poured 
into the Christian life by the Holy 8 S on 
Himself, will draw the family mem 
into a closer relationship with the Lord 
and with themselves. 


OCTOBER 31, 1954 
The Dignity of Work 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 12:24, 27; 13:11; 14:23; 
15:19; 18:9; 24:30-34 
Printed Text: Proverbs 6:6-11; 18:9; 
24:30-34 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians -4:11-16 


INTRODUCTION “Work” is a word that, 
today, many people 
would prefer to delete from the vocabu- 
lary. It is a sad commentary on our age 
that more and more people are coming to 
the place where they want to work less and 
less. This is true in industry, in the pro- 
fessional world, in education—even in the 
ministry. The concept of “I'll get by with 
less than my best” is rampant in modern 
thinking, and it is practiced at every turn 
in the road. If anyone should revolt 
against this slipshod method of doing 
things, the Christian should! But the 
tragic fact is that many of the Lord’s peo- 
ple are content to drift along with the phil- 
conpiy of the world in this, as in other 
The Standard Publishing Com- 
sn in its excellent Standard Lesson Com- 
mentary for 1954 (reviewed in January's 
ETERNITY) has an important paragraph or 
two which we would all do well to read. 
It is entitled “The Place of Work” and is 
quoted here with the permission of the 
publishers: 

“One of the leading ministers of a gener- 
ation ago made the following statement: 
‘I am convinced that hard work, physical, 
mental and spiritual, is best for any man, 
as long as his strength endures.’ The man 
who thus spoke was past the proverbial 
threescore years and ten, yet was not will- 
ing to rest from his labors. How many are 
ready to concur in the judgment of this 
venerable servant of the Lord? Another 
man, a prominent attorney of not more 
than twoscore years and ten remarked, ‘I 
practice law because of financial pressure. 
If I could live without it I would close 
my office tomorrow.’ And still another man, 
a successful Eg my 04 who. had ‘not. more 
than attained to his twoscore 7 said, 
‘I€ they strike oil on my land, I will not 
practice medicine another day.’ Who was 
right, the minister or the two professional 
men? God gave no man a talent to bury 
in the earth. Medical skill was not given 
to anyone just to keep himself in health; 
he owes a debt to the diseased. Scholarship 
was given to no man merely to guide him- 

self; he is obligated to the ignorant. He 
who ignores this law of God does so with 
injury to himself. 

“Whatever strength we have that we do 
not use, we lose. This is true in the physi- 
cal realm. Without proper work or exer- 
cise the bodily welfare is impaired. Soon 
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the power of sustained effort is lost. The 
athlete soon learns this lesson. The pro- 
fessional man who would keep himself fit 
for his best work looks carefully to his 
ph ical well-being .. . gr the law 
olds good in the intellectual field. It has 
been noted that if a man is a back number 
at the sof of fifty, it is usually because 
he ceased to study at forty . . . If Goethe 
could complete his masterpiece Faust and 
Tennyson could pen Crossing the Bar dur- 
ing the sunset age, it was because they had 
never ceased from mental toil . . . Equally 
well-known is the same calamity in the 
Christian who has ceased to grow spirit- 
ually at the age of thirty or even younger 
. . » Work is the law of God for man.”* 

For an outline of the lesson, we suggest 
the following: I. Learning from the Ant 
(Prov. 6:6-11). II. “Birds of a Feather. . .” 
(Prov. 18:9). III. The Bad Example 
(Prov. 24:30-34). 


PROVERBS Work just for the sake 
6:6-11 of working is really in- 
adequate. There must be the realization 
of the importance of our own contribu- 
tion—the part we play in the task perform- 
ed. And, along with this must go foresight 
and planning in order that the work may 
bring results. One of the unfortunate atti- 
tudes of much of our Christianity is 
slovenliness in our service for Jesus Christ. 
It has often been pointed out that if the 
average business enterprise were conducted 
with the poor interest, lack of fervor and 
want of planning that characterizes so 
much of our Christian work, it would be 
a bankrupt organization in a few weeks. 
The prevailing attitude often is, “Let the 
pastor do it; that’s his job! We're paying 
him for that!” The average pastor would 
fall over in a dead faint if his members 
were as efficient about the work of the 
church and the Lord as they are concern- 
ing their own personal activities. Christ- 
ians would do well to learn from the hard 
work, persistent effort and preparedness 
of the tiny ant. Most of us could spend 
a profitable afternoon studying these little 
creatures of the ground, and learn from 
their industry and attention to detail. As 
I write this commentary—it is during the 
summer months—an illustration of what 
our lesson speaks of has just come to my 
attention. Street meetings were scheduled 
to begin at a certain church this week and 
a number of the church folk were enthusi- 
astic. One young man was put in charge 
of the arrangements. The night came for 
the meeting and, as is so often the case in 
Christian circles, nothing had been done 
in advance to see if the equipment was in 
working order, or cars were available to 
take the participants to the designated 
street corner. en something was dis- 
covered to be out of order with the equip- 
ment, the street meeting was promptly 
canceled with no serious concern for the 
inconvenience caused the potential partici- 
pants. This is, unfortunately, how much 
of our Christianity operates—or, shall we 
say, fails to operate? Our lesson deals with 
the dignity of work; we Christians need to 
examine our motives and find out where 
our real interests lie! We have fallen 
asleep on the most important work in all 
the world—the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our attitude has become: “Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little fold- 
ing of the hands to sleep.” Verse 11 
describes the spiritual poverty that has 
come to the Church of Jesus Christ as a 
result of our indolence. . 


* From The Standard Lesson Commentary 
—1954, published by Standard Publish- 
ing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Lesson 
for October 31, 1954., p. 376. 
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PROVERBS The RSV _ and © other 
18:9 modern versions follow 
the Hebrew more closely than the KJV, 
thus: “He who is slack in his work is a 
brother to him who destroys.” Now, it 
stands to reason that there would be rela- 
tively few of the Lord’s people who would 
deliberately go out and throw a monkey 
wrench into the Lord’s plans. None of .us 
would want to be found guilty of battling 
against the Lord. Yet, according to this 
text, the child of God who is slack and 
lazy in his service for the Lord is every bit 
as guilty of destroying the works of the 
Lord as some infidel or atheist. That may 
be harsh and difficult to digest; but if we 
are honest with ourselves, it must be ac- 
cepted as true. In war time, it is a known 
fact that the defense worker or the fight- 
ing man who shirks his responsibility— 
fails to put in a full day’s work or appears 
lax on the job—is immediately regarded 
with suspicion, and considered an asset to 
the enemy. Let us, as Christians, remember 
that we are fighting a great spiritual war- 
fare. To let down the bars at any point— 
to neglect our duty or give less than our best 
to the Lord—is to sell out to the enemy, 
the devil. The same principle works in the 
spiritual realm as in the secular realm. 
In this final section of our 


PROVERBS 

24:30-34 lesson, we have a para- 
ble. A parable has been defined as “a short 
fictitious narrative based on a familiar ex- 
perience and having an application to the 
spiritual life.”* In this parable, the writer 
described an indolent man whose field was 
choked with thorns and weeds; its protec- 
tive walls had fallen down. The situation 
was, of course, marked in a day when agri- 
culture was the principal means of sup- 
port. For a man to allow his field to be 
untilled in this way was to invite poverty 
and dependence on others. But the para- 
ble goes deeper, and we may be able to 
gain some benefit from it by observing the 
component parts as we proceed. 

The owner was a lazy, indolent, careless 
man as the Hebrew suggests. He lacked 
courage and purposeful decision (v. 30). 
The man possessed a field which was capa- 
ble of producing fruit; that is, it was 
arable ground. However, we notice next, 
the state of his property—grown over with 
thorns through neglect. No care had been 
taken of that which was his by possession. 
An obvious lesson can be drawn from our 
neglect of our spiritual possessions. The 
wall of stones was broken down—the pro- 
tection had been discarded. Actually, the 
man in this parable was inviting disaster. 
His neighbor heard about the condition, 
and went to investigate, not willing to be- 
lieve his ears. But, he saw with his own 
eyes and learned a lesson from the care- 
lessness of his erstwhile associate. What 
was the lesson learned? The same one 
gathered from the study of the ant; the 
attitude of “yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
rest . . .” leads to a di 1 condition. 
And again, we say what is true in the ma- 
terial, physical realm is much more true 
in the spiritual realm. He that has ears to 
hear, let him hear. 


* Miller, M. S., and J. L., Harper’s Bible 
Dictionary. 1952 edition, p. 521. 
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NOVEMBER 7, 1954 
The Splendor of Self-Control 
Proverbs 14; 15:1-5; 16; 20; 23:29-35; 25 
Printed Text: Proverbs 14:29; 15:1-3; 
16:32; 20:1; 23:29-35 
Devotional Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:23-27 


INTRODUCTION Once again, the Interna- 

tional lessons call Ea a 
“temperance study” and consequently, we 
have he title “The Splendor of Self- 
control.” In accordance with ETERNITY’s 
policy of not devoting any one lesson to 
the matter of alcoholism alone—however 
great may be the drink problem—we are 
treating the text in its broader aspect for 
the most part, except for those passages 
which have reference specifically to drink- 
ing. 

One of the principal issues involved in 
any question of self-control is obviously 
“self,” that is, every Christian must face 
the problem squarely, and must ask him- 
self: “Who is running my life?” Is “self” 
in control, or is it the Lord? The answer 
to this matter will, of course, greatly in- 
volve the theme of self-control. If the 
decisions which we are called upon to 
make are made on the basis of what is 
ren to us, and unfortunately, all too 
often that is the case with Chrtsian peo- 
ple, consciously or unconsciously, then it 
can truly be spoken of as “self-control.” 
On the other hand, if we are willing—and 
this is not easy—to submit all decisions to 
a searching analysis by the Lord with the 
severe question: “What wilt Thou have 
me to do?”—then it is no longer self- 
control, but rather Christ-control. 

There has been quite some criticism in 
Christian circles of the story that Charles 
M. Sheldon wrote back in 1896, In His 
Steps, because it gives seme emphasis to 
the theme “What Would Jesus Do?” The 
novel—admittedly, the story is not very 
likely to be enacted in our modern age— 
has been consigned to the scrap heap by 
many conservative Christians because of its 
impracticability. Yet, the true Christian 
ought very definitely to ask himself con- 
cerning his every thought, word and deed: 
“What would Jesus do?” or, at least, 
“What would Jesus have me to do?” In 
time, when this procedure has become 
habit, it becomes unnecessary to give 
lengthy thought to each action; when the 
will of the child of God is submitted to 
the Lord, He makes His choices through 
us. Thus, it is no longer self-control, as we 
have said, but Christ-control. This should 
be the Christian’s goal—not to be mere 
puppets, but to be so yielded to Christ 
that we shall find harmony between our 
wills and His. 


The Exposition 


The ancient language of 
14:29 the Hebrews has some 
very quaint ways of describing the atti- 
tudes of mankind. Here, for instance, we 
find a contrast set before us of the long- 
suffering, patient man and the quick- 
tempered individual. The Hebrew term 
for “slow to wrath” literally means “long 
of nostrils.” Dr. Adam Clarke, in his com- 
prehensive commentary on the Bible tells 
us that when a man is angry his nose is 
contracted, and drawn up toward his eyes; 
hence, the Hebrew words for “anger” are 
those which mean “short of nostrils.” The 
opposite, “slow to wrath,” is suggested by 
“long-nostrilled.” Actually, the word cor- 
responds to the Greek term that Paul 
used: “long-suffering.” In the latter part 
of verse however, the quick-tempered 
man is spoken of as “hasty of spirit.” 
Here, the Hebrew words suggest “short- 


breathed.” A person who is really angry 
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JEWS who have Chosen the Cross 


It happened in Jerusalem last December. lt was “a breath- 
taking event in church history,” said one missionary concern- 
ing this Jerusalem Conference of Hebrew Christians. “The 
foundation stone of a church of Hebrew Christians in Israel 
was laid” at this historic gathering of Jewish believers in 
Christ. Another of our leaders said: “We are at the beginning 
of the New Acts of the Apostles in Israel!” 

Jewish newspapers in Israel widely publicized this Jerusalem 
Conference when the Hebrew Christian Alliance of Israel was 
organized. Newspapers referred to the Hebrew Christians in 
Israel as: “Jews Who Have Chosen the Cross.” 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 
This dramatic incident aroused the fierce anger of enemies of the Gospel. Conse- 
quently, Hebrew Christians in Israel today live in an atmosphere of hate. Some of 
them have been ostracised, others have lost their employment, still others have even 
been beaten for the sake of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. For Hebrew Chris- 


tians, the words of our Lord have tragic meaning today: “men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” 
We must not allow the enemies of Christ to extinguish the witness of our Hebrew 
Christian movement in Israel. By your prayers and gifts you can help us to give 
spiritual care to Jewish converts, to provide food and shelter for those living in 
poverty and near starvation, to find employment for those who have lost their 
livelihood on confession of Christ. Please do send your gift at this time of urgency 
and great need. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


U. S. A. Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. NT 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois Toronto, Ontario 
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will oecome so worked up in his wrath 
that his breath will come in short, quick 
spasms. How true it is that the one who 
is slow to wrath has great understanding; 
the two features go hand in hand. But the 
individual who is hasty of spirit, quick- 
tempered, is a fool, and his discernment 
is not to be valued or trusted. 


PROVERBS The Bible has much to 
15:1-3 say about the tongue and 
lips of man. The words of James (3:1-10) 
ought to be read and studied at this point, 
with a view to introducing them into the 
discussion of the lesson. See also Psalms 
39:1 and 141:3. A great deal of damage 
can be done by a careless tongue, espec- 
ially when tempers are at a white-hot 
Faaae The wrong word spoken may sever 
riendships, create lengthy breaks in as- 
sociation, undo much good that has been 
accomplished. Wise indeed is the person 
who has the “soft answer” in a heated 
argument. There are definitely times when 
it is wisest to be silent, to bear the brunt 
of roach, rather than to answer back 
sharply (and, at times, quite justifiably). 
If we analyze our offenses to others, we 
shall find that it is very easy to offend by 
something we say, and thus create antag- 
onism. James said that if anyone could 
keep from offending in word, such a per- 
son was mature, grown up (3:2). For the 
Christian, there must be the constant 
guarding of the lips which our lesson is 
leased to call “self-control,” but as we 
ave indicated, is much more suitably 
ken of as control by the Lord. When 
e self is turned over to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the old “I” kept crucified the 
problem of the tongue is taken care of. 
In verse 3, we find the pertinent state- 
ment concerning the “eyes of the Lord.” 
Keep in mind that this is basically an 
anthropomorphism, an ascribing of bodily 
parts to God who is Spirit (John 4:24). 
The idea is, of course, that He sees all we 
do. Some time back, when I was in Europe, 
I visited a church which had a huge eye 
painted in the center of the ceiling. The 
obvious inference to be drawn from such 
a painting was that God watches us all 
the time. In a way, that eye, which was 
painted in such a way that you could not 
escape its searching gaze anywhere in that 
auditorium, was a gruesome thing; yet, it 
brought home graphically what verse 3 
tells us—that God beholds and knows our 
every act, and we might add, our thoughts 
and our words as well. “All things are 
naked and open before him .. . 


PROVERBS We all find it ever so 
16:32 much easier to run some- 
one’s else business than to control our 
own. Parents who rarely find anything in 
their own children to complain about, 
will criticize the neighbor's children un- 
mercifully. Similarly, it is much more 
simple to subdue an enemy outside of 
ourselves, than to conquer our own in- 
herent faults. That is the truth this text 
teaches: the person who can master his 
own spirit, or have it mastered by the 
Lord, is certainly a more noble person 
than even one who has the ability to con- 
quer a whole city! Here again, verse 32a 
has described the “long-nostrilled” individ- 
ual as one who is better than the hero at 
war. 


PROVERBS The truth of this verse 
20:1 has been brought home 
again and again to the observant individ- 
ual. Bear in mind that these words were 
written to a people whose principal bever- 
age was wine, the water in most cases not 
being fit to drink. There are places today 
where one is far safer drinking wine than 
risking the danger involved in a contam- 
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mated water supply, temperance societies 
to the contrary. However, wine is described 
as “mocking” for there may be the strong 
tendency to follow the natural path from 
wine toward stronger beverages. In other 
words, wine may—though this is not 
necessarily so—create an appetite for the 
more powerful liquors. It is these liquors— 
strong drink—that are raging or boister- 
ous. A glance at any inebriate will bear 
out the truth of this text. The person fall- 
ing under the deception of rpry: drink is 
obviously no longer in control of his senses, 
and foolishness is the outcome of his habit. 


PROVERBS It is significant that the 
23:29-35 Bible often relegates the 
dual sins of sensuality and drunkenness to 
the same corner; they are usually listed— 
and condemned—together. Certainly, it is 
a known fact that the two go hand in 
hand. Where you find sexual immorality, 
you will almost inevitably find the sin of 
drink somewhere in the picture. And, con- 
versely, when you find liquor being im- 
bibed freely, you will find the correspond- 
ing sin of sensuality short to follow. So, 
in the verses just prior to verse 29, there 
is a condemnation of moral laxity; then 
this text takes up the refrain with an ex- 
posé of drunkenness. 

This text gives quite a description of 
drunkenness as anyone who is familiar 
with the actions of the drunkard will ad- 
mit. These are the natural effects of intoxi- 
cation: woe during the period of inebri- 
ation; sorrow afterward. The person under 
the influence of alcohol is contentious; he 
speaks things for which he is not actually 
accountable; he gets himself into unwanted 
battles and his eyes are blood-shot (or, as 
some translate, “blackened” through fight- 
ing). The Christian church has rightly 
taken a strong stand against drinking 
through the years, only to let down the 
bars in recent times in deference to the 
world. Such compromise—whatever its sup- 

legitimate reasons—is, of course, un- 
warranted and is a breach of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. There is a need in our 
day to restate the true Christian position 
in matters such as this. But, beyond mere- 
ly a statement, there must be the emphasis 
on the surrendered will to Jesus Christ. 
There lies the real solution! 


NOVEMBER 14, 1954 
A Study in Values 


Proverbs 11:24-28; 13:7; 15:13-17; 16:8, 16; 
20:11, 12; 22:1-5, 9; 28:6-28 
Printed Text: Proverbs 11:27, 28; 13:7; 
15:13-17; 20:11, 12; 22:14 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 6:24-33 


INTRODUCTION One of the principal 

characteristics of the age 
of distortion in which we live’is the per- 
verted sense of values. A generation or 
more back, when there was a great empha- 
sis on the spiritual affairs of mankind. 
many folk recognized the value of things 
they now discard. For instance, people 
went to church regularly; some measure of 
righteousness was incorporated into busi- 
ness and social life; our educational insti- 
tutions were founded on the Word of God 
and reverenced it; and though of course 
not everyone was converted, yet there was 
a respect for holy things that is largely 
lacking today. Oh yes, our churches are 
still crowded, the Bible is still read in 
limited fashion in some of our schools in 
legal deference to Deity, but man has 
developed different values. We have 
changed price tags, put high values on 
cheap, shoddy factors, and d of the 
real, vital, genuine things of life at a mere 
fraction of their worth. 
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The Coming Kingdom of Christ 
By Dr. John R. Rice 

In this famous classic, newly revised, you’ll find the an- 
sone. oak Se ions as: W will Israel be 
regathered and conv Has the kingdom of Christ 
come yet? Are there signs of Christ’s soon coming? 
will the Man of Sin be revealed? Easy-to-understand, Scrip- 
tural, convincing, these 15 chapters fit Old and New 
Testament Scriptures into an understandable pattern of 
God’s plan for the future, will comfort, and create a long- 
ing for the Saviour’s coming. 188 pages, cloth, 
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There are evidences of this very thing 
all about us: the craving for pleasure, even 
if it only lasts for a few. moments and 
leaves a bad taste and unpleasant after- 
effects; the selection of inferior reading 
material, ¢.g., the comic books, the cheap 
paper-backed lust-novels; the listening to 
and viewing of second-class radio and TV 
productions. Here are concrete illustrations 
of our perverted sense of values. All of us 
must guard against choosing the less and 
setting aside the best in every field. There 
is a tendency, increasingly prevalent, to 
take the path of least resistance in our 
attitude toward things in general—to float 
a. the debris. What we need 
to regain is and dynamic of the 
salmon who fights his = u 
against terrific to get to his spawnin 
pies These is a model for outta of 
us. Would to God we had more “salmon- 
Christians!” Our lesson deals with values. 
I think we can say that above everyone 
else, the Christian needs to re-evaluate his 
values and re-establish a sense of ptiorities 
in all things! This truth ought to be 
stressed in our lesson for this week. 
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The Exposition 


PROVERBS The writer of the book 
11:27, 28 of Proverbs would never 
have countenanced some of the “chip-on- 
the-shoulder” Christianity to which we 
have become accustomed in our day. It 
seems tragic that so many have set them- 
selves up as judges over their brethren in 
matters of relative non-essentials. We have 
a right, of course, to denounce open sin 
and doctrinal error. It is the prerogative of 
every child of God to expose fraud, deceit 
and the rackets which have invaded 
Christianiiy to cling like leeches. But how 
often it is--sad to say—that we walk about 
in pharisaical manner with the legendary 
theological chip on the shoulder, ing 
anyone to knock it off. Such an attitude 
of name-calling and character-defamation 
has never accomplished anything but 
harm, and oftentimes those who are truly 
our brothers and sisters in Christ are in- 
jured by the sharpness of our unjust 
criticism. The writer of our text tells us 
that the one who strives after good, for 
himself and for others, is seeking that 
which is pleasing to the Lord, and will be 
profitable to him. On the other hand, the 
one who goes out of his way to find fault 
“seeketh mischief” and will find plenty of 
it, and it will turn upon him also some- 
where along the line. 

In verse 28, the contrast is of two trees, 
the decaying, dying tree which, one by 
one, sheds its leaves, and the vigorous, 
healthy tree which flourishes. The one is 
a picture of the man who centers his whole 
life about some treasure, whatever it may 
be: money, property, a car, a person, edu- 
cation, a philosophy. He is like the wither- 
ing tree, shedding its leaves. But the right- 
eous—he who finds his righteousness out- 
side himself, and in Christ Jesus—shall 
flourish. 


Once more, in the man- 
13:7 ner so common to the 
proverbial expression, we find a contrast 
between two groups of people. The wealthy 
person who, in the last analysis, has noth- 
ing; the poor individual who, in reality, 
possesses all things. In connection with 
this, we might well make a comparison 
between two of the churches of the Revela- 
tion—Smyrna and Laodicea. To the 
church at Smyrna, the Lord wrote: “I 
know thy . . . poverty (but thou art 
rich!) . . .” (Rev. 2:9); to the Laodiceans, 
the accusing m: came: “Thou sayest, 
‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing’; and knowest not 
that thou art ... poor...” (Rev. 3:17). 
Here one church was, indeed, poverty- 
stricken as far as this world’s goods were 
concerned; yet, the Lord said that it was 
rich! Rich in faith . . . in yieldedness 

. in the doing of the Lord’s will . . . 
in its Christian heritage. But the Laodi- 
cean church—a picture of our own day— 
had an exalted opinion of itself and felt 
that it could rest on its laurels, and had 
no need. How like our present day 
church with its complacent and comfort- 
able religion! Yet in the midst of riches, 
there is spiritual impoverishment. This is 
the teaching of our proverb. ; 


PROVERBS The effects the mind can 
15:13-17 have on the body are 
amazing. A distraught mental condition 
can bring all manner of maladies to the 
human frame. It is a known fact that ever 
so many of the sicknesses to which man is 
subject are brought about by an unsettled 
state of mind—anxiety, fear, frustration, 
home problems, marital disputes, nervous 
disorders, etc. When these factors bring a 


reaction on the body, the term generally 
given is “psychosomatic illness,” the mind 
producing the affliction on the body. Verse 
13 speaks of the face of the average individ- 
ual which is a displayer of the real feel- 
ings of the mind and heart. The face is 
the “signboard” of the soul; rare is the per- 
son who does not display his feelings in 
facial expressions. 

Again the matter of recognizing values is 
brought to our attention in verses 16 and 
17, in comparison form by the use of “bet- 
ter.” Even though a person may have little 
of this world’s goods, if he has trust in the 
Lord, that serves to fill up the lack and 
is infinitely better than a large treasure 
with all of the problems that wealth 
brings. The same thought is expressed in 
verse 17 concerning the food of the poor 
man as over against the wealthy. The man 
who is rich in material things may have a 
“fatted ox” for dinner, and the man of 
meager means will have to subsist on a 
“dish of cabbage.” But the real values at 
issue are not the items of food, but the 
love and hatred which must be weighed 
in the balances. 


Childhood is_ probably 
20:11, 12 one of the most import- 
ant phases of any person’s life, for in 
childhood many attitudes, interests, be- 
havior patterns and prejudices are formed 
which will later influence adult life. It is 
a known fact that many of man’s problems 
and difficulties have their roots in child- 
hood, in the environment and early train- 
ing of the child. Understand, of course, 
that the child, whoever he may be, has a 
natural bent toward sin because of the sin- 
ful Adamic nature inherited from his par- 
ents. But, environmental factors play an 
important part as well. Thus, our text as- 
sures us that the child reveals himself by 
his conduct. Verse 12 suggests the Lord as 
the Creator of the eye that sees and the 
ear that hears; He who both sees and 
hears all things. in human life Himself has 
rovided these faculties for the man of 
aith. 


PROVERBS 


PROVERBS Our final study of values 
22:1-4 and their choice, opens 
with. the matter of the name. The ancient 
Hebrew put a high price on the name; to 
him, the name was a sacred thing. The 
name of the Lord was so sacred that it was 
not even pronounced but merely rever- 
enced in silence when it appeared in the 
reading of the Bible. Consequently, we 
have no real knowledge of how the tetra- 
grammaton (the four-consonant form in 
Hebrew which our English versions trans- 
late Jehovah or Lorp: YHVH) was ac- 
tually pronounced. But human names were 
sacred also, and were revered as well as 
the divine name. To say something against 
a person’s name would be equivalent to 
making derogatory remarks concerning his 
person..Thus the good name and the liv- 
ing up to that name were far more im- 
portant than riches and wealth. Verse 2 
suggests the fact that while rich and r 
are far apart socially and materially, there 
is one place where they all meet on a com- 
mon level—when they stand before the God 
of the universe. We must not be led astray 
by sentimental thoughts of all mankind’s 
being created equal, for they are not! 
Each person is born with varied capacities 
and talents or gifts; there is no equality 
on that score. But, before God, outward 
and man-made distinctions are valueless. 

The fourth verse offers a simple, but 
effective summary of the subject of values. 
The really worth-while things of life come 
through humility and reverence for the 
Lord, in submission to His will. 
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Raceu L. Keer, Book Review Editor 


Making Men Whole. J. B. Phillips. Mac- 
millan. 73 pp. $1.50. 

Everyone who has read either Phillips’ 
Letters to Young Churches, his fresh transla- 
tion of the Gospels, or any of his writings, 
is undoubtedly aware of the ability this 
Anglican clergyman has of making language 
obey him. His treatment of theological 
themes in phraseology the modern man can 
understand has endeared him to the hearts 
of many. Here is another of his books which 
speaks directly and practically of a “full life 
through Christianity.” From the start, with 
a chapter on “God and a World Disinte- 
grated” in which the author has sought to 
show the apartness of God and His creatures 
because of sin, through to the final chapter 
entitled “Completeness in Christ: In Time 
and Eternity,” Phillips has succeeded in 
holding his readers captive as he tells anew 
the story of Making Men Whole through 
Christ. 

There will be portions of the book with 
which some will disagree very A For in- 
stance, the author insists that God will not 
use force to accomplish His purposes. But 
it would seem that the millennial age will 
be ruled with a rod of iron, and this would 
imply force. Further, Phillips has contended 
that sickness and disease are never in them- 
selves the will of God. Some might object 
to this, feeling that anything which hap- 
pens contrary to God’s will presupposes a 
“thwarted” God; could such ever be the 
case? Might we not say that these phe- 
nomena are the will of God—the result of 
His permissive, rather than directive will? 

This book, as is true of Phillips’ other 
writings, is not penned for those who do 
not like to think. Such persons will find all 
manner of things wrong with the author's 
theology. But the thoughtful reader who is 
not afraid to read and re-read a statement 
or paragraph till he understands it, will 
find much to stimulate his faith in Christ. 
Undoubtedly some will discover portions of 
the book which, at their first reading, they 
would condemn as heresy. For such 
we ask a second, and even a third reading. 


* Oftentimes this will open up new trains of 


thought. Phillips contends, for instance, that 
it is unsound psychol and improper 
evangelism for the Christian to endeavor to 
arouse a sense of sin in an unconverted per- 
son. On the surface this may appear hereti- 
cal, or at least unwise as a statement. But 
careful thought may cause one to realize 
who has that responsibility—the Christian 
or the Holy Spirit. 

In this book, as in another of the author's 
works, there is a plea for Christian people 
to allow their view of God to expand—to 
“launch out into the deep.” Only the fool- 
ish, author Phillips suggests, cling with 
desperate loyalty to a limited concept of 
God. There is no doubt whatever that the 
serious reader who through Making 
Men Whole carefully will find a great deal 
to cause him to take inventory and re-ex- 
amine his life. We strongly commend the 
volume to those who like to have a book 
provoke them to thought. 

H. H. E. 


The Servant of Jehovah. David Baron. 

Zondervan. 158 pp. $2.95. 

This is one of choicest expositions of 
Isaiah 53 ever written. For over thirty 
years this volume has been ministering 
blessing to Christians throughout the 
world. A Reprint Classic it truly is. 

David Baron, a missionary to his own 
Jewish people and a servant of the Word 
to the world, here accents “the sufferings 
of the Messiah and the glory that should 
follow.” 

Less than one-third of this book is con- 
sumed by a survey of the non-Messianic 
interpretations of Isaiah 53. The author 
shows why this portion of Scripture is “the 
bad conscience of the synagogue.” 

The remainder deals warm-heartedly 
with what Polycarp called “the golden 
Passional of the Old Testament.” The He- 
brew text is analyzed so that all readers 
may grasp the teaching. In the author's 
thinking Isaiah 53 is the “unraveling of 
Psalms 22 and 110.” The result is a con- 
tribution that is poogeen with both bless- 
ing and apologetic facts. The reading of 
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_ this work will precipitate sound and satis- 


{ying devotion to the Servant of Jehovah— 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This reviewer believes that this volume 
should be in the library of every mission- 
ary, evangelist, Bible teacher and pastor.’ , 

Douctas B.-MAcCorkLe 


The Epistle to the Romans. David Brown. 

Zondervan. 152 pp. $2.50. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes once said that 
of the writing of. many books there was no 
end; this might almost be said of the com- 
mentaries and study books on the epistle 
to the Romans alone. Almost every writer 
of theological works has tackled Romans— 
and rightly so!l—for there is so much of 
theological content in the sixteen chapters 
that no one could fully exhaust this ma- 
terial in the confines of a book or a series 
of books. 


Here is a further commentary on the 
epistle to the Romans—brief, yet practical 
and to the point. The complete English 
text is given at the top of each page, plus 
notes and lessons drawn therefrom. ok 
lish readers will benefit from these notes, 
for they are not cluttered with a host of 
unintelligible Greek terms, frustrating to 
one who does not read Greek. The author 
of this work was once Principal and Pro- 
fessor at the Free Church College, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. The book is one of a 
series of Handbooks for Bible Classes and 
Private Students, commentaries written by 
outstanding men of God of a previous 
period. 

There is no doubt that this little volume 
will once again take its place with the 
many available studies of this important 
epistle of the New Testament. The author 
has treated carefully and fairly some of 
the difficult portions of Romans. In addi- 
tion to the verse-by-verse commentary, at 
the conclusion of each chapter, there are 
notes and thoughts gathered from the 
specific chapter in question which serve to 
draw the loose ends together. At the out- 
set of the book, there is an introductory 
chapter treating of Paul’s background, 
conversion, call, when and how the epistle 
to the Romans was written and something 
about the Roman church in general. Those 
who are searching for practical help for 
daily living from this “master-epistle,” will 
do well to get a copy of Romans by Prin- 
cipal Brown. 3 

Hi. H.E. 
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FOR PASTORS, TEACHERS 
AND STUDENTS! 
These latest Bible Study books are a must! 


A CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO PHILOSOPHY 
by Warren C. Young 

This is an introductory work for the 
student of phi hy, giving philosophi- 
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MORMONISM 
(Continued from page 15) 


Various Mormon historians have 
striven vainly to establish the veracity 
of the Book of Mormon, which along 
with The Pearl of Great Price and Doc- 
trines and Covenants makes up the 
central written authority of the Mor- 
mon faith. But the weight of evidence 
is far too great for history to allow this 
sham to be cloaked in the finery of 
saintly language and masqueraded as 
divine revelation. The Book of Mor- 
mon contains over 7,000 readings lifted 
almost bodily from the King James 
Bible and repeatedly reveals the lin- 
guistic shortcomings of the illiterate 
Joseph Smith. It should be noted, inci- 
dentally, that the Book of Mormon 
supposedly antedates the King James 
Bible by many, many centuries, yet in 
numerous places the readings from it 
are identical with the English version. 
These accounts are not idle gossip or 
empty accusations; they are simply a 
matter of cold hard facts. Joseph Smith 
was a notoriously immoral man who 
openly practiced polygamy at the Mor- 
mon Sodom, Nauvoo, Illinois, and 
dared to claim to his legal wife Emma 
that Almighty God approved his adult- 
erous activities. The “Prophet,” as he 
was universally acclaimed by the faith- 
ful, met a violent and it may be said 
unjust death at the hands of an irate 
mob who stormed the jail in which he 
was imprisoned awaiting trial and shot 
both him and his brother to death in 
a particularly brutal miscarriage of 
justice. This was a doubly unfortunate 
event since it had the undesired effect 
of thrusting martyrdom upon the 
“Prophet” and thus planted the seeds 
of what today has become the Mormon 
Church. 


Prophet Young 

Upon the death of Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young, devoted disciple of the 
“Prophet,” grasped the helm of the 
faltering Mormon bark and steered a 
straight course westward bound on 
finding a place where the followers of 
the “new revelation” might settle 
peacefully, unhampered by the great 
mass-of mankind who believe that one 
wife is enough for any home and that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is sufficiently 
plain without the need of “Prophet” 
Smith’s “revelation” to “explain” it. 
The Mormons finally settled near what 
is now Salt Lake City, Utah, and found- 
ed a small, extremly powerful king- 
dom ruled by Young and the “Twelve 
Apostles” whose word was life and 
death to those who chose the Mormon 
religion. In this little kingdom polyg- 
amy flourished openly and it is, only 
within the last sixty-four years that this 
unchristian practice has been out- 
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lawed. Despite the enforcement of the 
law, however, there are still some seg- 
ments of Mormon origin, misnamed 
Fundamentalists, who have as late as 
1954 been arrested for practicing 
polygamy. 

Today the Mormons occupy a posi- 
tion of great prestige and strangely 
enough, one of the vaunted “Twelve 
Apostles” is a member of the Presi- 
dential Cabinet—Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Ezra Taft Benson. Mormons are 
generally considered by many to be 
“Fundamentalists” and sad to say zeal- 
ous Mormon missionaries quote the 
Bible far more freely than many true 
Christians whose task it is to win the 
followers of Joseph Smith to Jesus 
Christ, a task which the Christian 
Church has badly neglected, to which 
fact the rise of Mormonism and its 
great threat to evangelical efforts amply 
bears witness. This then is a thumb- 
nail historical sketch of Mormonism 
yesterday and today. Now let us con- 
sider the doctrines which Mormons 
hold and teach as necessary for mem- 
bership in the “true” church of Jesus 
Christ, the Latter Day Saints. 


Statement of Faith 


The statement of faith published by 
the Mormon church reads in many 
places like a declaration of orthodox 
theology; however, it is in reality a 
clever and, I believe, a deliberate at- 
tempt to deceive the naive into believ- 
ing that Mormonism is a Christian 
religion which it is not in any sense 
of the term. All Mormons recognize 
Joseph Smith as a prophet and his 
words as binding, thus it is that the 
words of Smith carry as much, if not 
more, authority than the revealed Word 
of God. Mormonism differs from evan- 
gelical Christianity in five major ways 
and in numerous minor points which 
time does not allow us to discuss here. 
These major differences are as follows: 

1) Mormons deny the Scriptural doc- 
trine of the Trinity and the Deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. To the Mormon 
mind God is a corporeal being even as 
we are, literally flesh and bones, and 
in the words of Brigham Young: 
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“Adam is our father and our God. 


and the only God with whom we have 
to do.”” The Mormons believe that 
Adam-God entered Eden with Eve, one 
of his celestial wives, and the result of 
their physical union produced the hu- 
man race. Further’ than this Joseph 
Smith himself wrote: “The Father has 
a body of flesh and bones as tangible 
as man’s; the Son also: but the Holy 


> Young, Brigham, Journal of Discourses 1:50. 
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Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones 
but is-a Personage of Spirit.”* It may 
be seen from this that the Mormon 
concept of God is completely foreign 
to that given in the Bible, for as Christ 
Himself said: “God is Spirit, they who 
worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Mor- 
monism seeks to reduce God to a car- 
nal plane and even ascribes to Him 
human methods of reproduction fully 
in keeping with the immoral and 
polygamous characters of Smith and 
Young who had 48 and 25 wives re- 
spectively, and the latter 56 children. 

2) Mormonism denies the authority 
of the Bible and as has been shown, 
flatly contradicts the very Saviour they 
profess to believe in. The Bible clearly 
teaches that it, as interpreted by the 
Holy Spirit, is the sole authority for 
faith and morals, but Mormons equate 
the Book of Mormon with the Bible 
despite the fact that it has been proven 
a gigantic fraud and plagiarism on the 
part of Smith and Harris. 

3) Mormon theology denies the virgin 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
claims instead that He was not con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit but by Adam- 
God who descended to earth and gener- 
ated Jesus in the womb of Mary by 
human fertilization. This shocking and 
vile concept is found in the writings of 
Brigham Young who shamelessly wrote: 
“When the virgin Mary conceived the 
child Jesus the Father had begotten 
Him in His own likeness. He was not 
begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who 
was the Father? He was the first of the 
human family’® (Adam)*. One could 
search all the pages of Greek mythology 
and never equal this display of sensual 
wickedness and yet almost one and one- 
half million people apply such _ blas- 
phemy to the Son of God who, Scripture 
tells us, was generated by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary 
without the aid of human agency 
(Lk. 1:30-35). 


4) The Mormon church denies em- 
phatically the great and true Biblical 
doctrine of justification before God on 
the basis of faith alone. St. Paul tells 
us: “Therefore being justified by faith 
we have peace with God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). Indeed 
this is the foundation stone of our hope 
that God has nothing against us, has 
forgiven our sins because Christ has 
died in our place. But a far different 
view is espoused by the Mormon 
church as witnessed by their teaching 
reproduced here: “The sectarian dogma 





s Smith, Joseph, Doctrines and Covenants, p. 462. 
» Young, Brigham, Journal of Discourses 1:50. 
* Bracket is ours. 
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of justification by faith alone has exer- 
cised an influence for evil since the 


early days of Christianity.”*° It is a. 


fairly simple matter to see from this 
bold declaration that Mormonism holds 
no brief for the Bible; indeed it is ap- 
parent that the Bible is only a con- 
venient tool by which they attract at- 
tention to their subtle and ever-mislead- 
ing dogmas of deception. 

5) The Mormon doctrine of the 
atonement of Christ is a far different 
one from that revealed in the Bible. 
The Scriptures irrevocably teach that 
Christ the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) 
“bare in His own body our sins on the 
tree” (1 Pet. 2:24) and that His blood 
alone is efficacious for the penalty of 
human sin. We are constantly remind- 
ed in the Bible that Christ died to pur- 
chase for us eternal life, not a sensual 
earthly paradise thriving on polygamy 
and the indulgence of human lusts. 
But a home “eternal in the heavens,” 
one that “fadeth not away” is a far cry 
from Mormon mythology which, like 
Russellism, teaches that all the atone- 
ment purchased for man was a “resur- 
rection,” an earthly paradise with the 
prospect of everlasting fertility and 
connubial bliss in the tradition of King 
Solomon’s harem. In the words of the 
late President John Taylor of the Mor- 
mon Church: “. . . what was lost in 
Adam was restored in Christ. . . Trans- 
gressions of the law brought death 
upon all the posterity of Adam, the 
restoration through the atonement re- 
stored all the human family to life. 

. The atonement made by Jesus 
Christ resulted in the resurrection of 
the human body.”” It would be pos- 
sible to enumerate many, many more 
differences between orthodox Christi- 
anity and the theology of Mormonism 
but these are all discussed in a book to 
be released early in 1955’* which may be 
obtained through Eternity Book Service. 


The menace of Mormonism is the 
fact that it coats most cleverly large 
doses of error with a thin layer of 
sugary half-truths and seemingly plaus- 
ible reasons. By setting up a scale of 
punishment and reward after death 
Mormonism appeals to many persons 
who do not feel bad enough to go to 
Hell nor good enough to go straight 


10 being agg James E., The Articles of Faith, 


11 Taylor, John, The Mediation and Atonement, 
pp. 170, 177, 178. 
1a Martin, Walter R. and Klann, Norman H., 
he Maze of Mormonism, Biblical Truth Pub- 
lishing Society, 1955. 
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to Heaven, hence the idea ot a place 
where suffering does not exist but exile 
and a chance for future glory does, 
and this proves most attractive to nu- 
merous individuals who do not have a 
sound grounding in Biblical theology. 
To board the Mormon train one needs 
a strong imagination, a supreme ego 
and a firm conviction that no other 
church on earth is true but that found- 
ed by the “Prophet” Joseph Smith. The 
ego is needed because Mormons be- 
lieve that they are -potentially gods in 
a higher or lower sense depending 
upon their faithfulness to the “Prophet” 
and his teachings; thus their destiny is 
sealed; they believe that some day they 
shall rule a polygamous universe pre- 
sided over by their Adam-God, innum- 
erable celestial wives and “Prophet” 
Smith. 


In the light of these startling facts 
and the alarming spread and popularity 
of the Mormon religion, devout Christ- 
ians must now take a definite stand; 
we can hesitate no longer. Four steps 
are needed immediately, I believe, to 
check the Mormon menace; they are as 
follows: 


1) A program of education aimed at 
aiding pastors, teachers and laymen to 
recognize the threat of Mormonism and 
the need for strong counter measures. 


2) The circulation of up-to-date and 
factual literature on the history, doc- 
trines and methods of Mormon progress, 
especially in the Midwest. 


3) A continual supply to the mission 
fields of the world of information on 
Mormon missionary activities, that Mor- 
monism may be kept under constant 
surveillance both at home and abroad. 


4) A steady flow of consecrated 
Christian doctrine through churches, 
Bible schools, colleges and seminaries 
dedicated to training our future leaders 
in a sound apologetical background so 
vital to combatting all forms of false 
doctrine which appear so prevalent in 
these the last days of the age of grace. 


It is the fundamental thesis of the 
writer that until Christians everywhere 
realize the danger of Cultism so clearly 
portrayed in the rise of the Mormon 
cult, evangelical efforts will continue to 
suffer on all mission fields, foreign and 
domestic, from those of whom our Lord 
spoke when He said: 


“Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves” 
(Mt. 7:15). 

Let us therefore awake to the dangers 
before us; in a word, the Cultist Wolf 
is at the door of the sheepfold—“He 


that hath ears let him hear.” 
END 
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THE SICKLE OR THE CROSS? 
(Continued from page 11) 

This conception gives Christians a 
different attitude toward their fellow 
beings. The only reason for treating 
other persons with respect at all is that 
they are God’s creatures endowed with 
an eternal destiny. You cannot treat a 
man as a piece of machinery if you be- 
lieve him to be a living soul and the 
creation of God. Communism rejects 
this conception of man and thereby 
devalues man. 

At no other point is the difference 
so great as in these views of man. 
Devaluating man, there develops with- 
in Communism an intense class con- 
sciousness. “The dictatorship of the 
proletariat” is in itself an assertion of 
class consciousness. All other classes are 
denounced and liquidated; only those 
approved by the Party are tolerated. 

Soviet Russia, where this experiment 
has been tried longest, is the most 
class-conscious area of the world. Com- 
munist propaganda talks about “the 
people,” but “the people” of that part 
of the world are not “the people” as 
we understand them in America. The 
only people who count in Russia are 
those who favor the Communist regime. 
All opponents, whom we would call 
“people,” are soon labeled as anti- 
democratic forces, or as enemies of the 
people, and thus do not count at all. 
Over and over again, we have discover- 
ed this principle in the satellite coun- 
tries. It is this devaluation of man as 
a person that leads to tyranny. 

While Communism professes a phil- 
osophy which says, “From each ac- 
cording to his ability, to each accord- 
ing to his need,” there is nevertheless 
a great differentiation in the economic 
rewards which are meted out to certain 
notorious “comrades.” 

The Stakhanovite movement is really 
an appeal to the profit motive and a 
spur to individual wealth. Under it in- 
dividuals are rewarded for successes in 
what we call “piece-time work”; they 
are honored with extra pay and with 
cultural and recreational privileges. 
Members of the Party, administrators, 
social engineers, factory and farm super- 
visors become increasingly rich in con- 
trast with the average Russian. 

In America, during the same period, 
because of our system of taxation and 
our generous response to benevolent 
enterprises, there has been a general 
lessening in the wealth retained by in- 
dividuals with large incomes. Neverthe- 
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less, while the Russians have been ex- 
perimenting, the living standard of the 
average American has phenomenally 
improved. This does not tell the whole 
story, but it does say something for our 
view of man and his destiny. 

Christianity, with its faith in God 
and its belief in the dignity of man, 
believes also in a fixed point of moral 
reference. Some things are eternally 
right and some things are eternally 
wrong. 

For Communists there is no tran- 
scendant judgment. In their view, when 
the rulers of a nation disown God, they 
become responsible to no one but 
themselves and recognize no morality 
and no conduct except that which 
achieves their own ends. Absolute 
authority in Communism is reposed in 
the leaders or in the Party. Anything 
is moral which achieves the Party’s ob- 
jectives, and that includes lies, deceit, 
barbarism, liquidation. In countries 
where Communism is in power lying, 
stealing and killing do not have the 
same moral meaning that they have for 
us. 
In his significant and timeless book, 
Heritage and Destiny (Macmillan), Dr. 
John Mackay points out that nations 
may be distinguished from one another 
by the attitudes which they take toward 
God and the divine. Three such atti- 
tudes, he says, are observable. 

The first is the “secular” nation, 
which considers that public welfare de- 
mands the complete elimination of God 
from all official relations with its life 
and culture. Its supreme loyalty, it says, 
is not to God but to ideas. Its heritage 
is not deity but ideology. The second 
type is the “demoniac” nation. This 
describes a nation which has trans- 
formed itself into an ultimate which 
takes the place of God, or which has 
deified some reality associated with its 
life. It makes absolute something which 
is purely relative and finite. This is a 
characteristic of totalitarian nations. 

The third is the “covenant” nation, 
which recognized its dependence upon 
God and its responsibility toward God. 
This is the nation which acknowledges 
in its instruments of government and 
national institutions that God is the 
source and being of its life and culture. 

Ours has been a Covenant nation. 
Our forefathers covenanted with God 
in a unique sense and acknowledged 
that Covenant in the founding docu- 
ments and in the institutions of our 
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country. In the United States of Amer- 
ica God is acknowledged as the source 
of human rights. Our governmental 
documents make it clear that it is not 
to reason or to revolution that we owe 
our liberty, but to the fact that God 
made man. Not natural resources, nor 
wealth, nor scientific advancement, nor 
rugged individualism is the essense of 
American life; rather it is that this peo- 
ple convenanted with God to be the 
servant of His purpose. 

The Communists and their sympa- 
thizers may for a time outnumber 
Christians of the world, but if we have 
the faith we claim to have, and if we 
really believe and practice what we 
profess, we shall be indestructible. 

The most important thing for us to 
do today is to set over against Com- 
munism a more vital and more Christ- 
ian society. A tepid church and a half- 
hearted Christianity cannot possibly 
deal with the dynamism set against us. 

The call is clear. It is to live by this 
faith in God, in man’s dignity and in 
moral certitude. It is to be willing and 
ready to pay whatever price is necessary 
to make the way of God the way for 
the sons of God. Only by exalting Jesus 
Christ and really putting Him first in 
our lives shall we as a nation be able 
to maintain the cross above the sickle. 


Copyright 1954 by Fleming H. Revell. Used 
by permission. 
END 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 19) 


a whole line of divine revelation which 
may be summed up in the Old Testa- 
ment phrases, “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and incurably sick” 
(Jer. 17:9 Heb.); and “all our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). 

We repeat, these statements do not 
teach that there is no good in man, 
from man’s point of view, but that there 
is no good in man from God’s point of 
view, for God can require no less than 
perfection. It was Chalmers of Scotland 
who said: “The righteousness of God is 
that righteousness which His righteous- 
ness requires Him to require.” The 
righteousness which is required by man 
of men is an imperfect thing which 
cannot even be classified as a small part 
of the divine righteousness, but which 
is of an entirely different essence. God 
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Himself thus differentiates the two. 
Speaking of erring Israel, He says: ‘For 
they being ignorant of God’s righteous- 
ness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of 
God” (Rom. 10:3). 

Many unregenerate people are finer 
people than many Christians. It must be 
confessed that we would much sooner 
trust certain unsaved people in matters 
of morals, finance and similar manifesta- 
tions of character than we would some 
saved people. Measured by man’s stand- 
ards, there are many human beings who 
are quite eligible for places of public 
honor and’ trust, for places of personal 
esteem but who are not eligible for 
Heaven. The qualities which make a 
young man eligible to be a son-in-law 
in one’s family do not make him eligible 
to be a son in the family of God. Scrip 
money may pay the grocery bill during 
a depression, but it will not be accept- 
able at a post office for stamps or at the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue for pay- 
ment of income tax. There one will need 
good, Federal money. Character is scrip 
money that will pay the way in any of 
the circles of earth, but it will not be 
acceptable for the entrance price at the 
gate of Heaven. 

How, then, is man to be saved? Has 
Satan won the war by getting man de- 
tached from God and into a place where 
the laws of God’s wrath must operate 
against sin? If we look at the problem 
closely, we are forced to admit that if 
God had immediately destroyed Adam 
and Eve He would have been perfectly 
just in doing so. They deserved destruc- 
tion. If He had permitted the human 
race to increase and multiply and had 
then swept the whole of the race into 
the lake of fire, He would have been 
perfectly just in doing so. Man’s de- 
parture from righteousness deserved the 
curse of God. We can never come to any 
growth in the knowledge of God until 
we are ready to admit that we personally 
deserve the wrath of God. It would be 
a very salutary experience for each of 
us if we would stop right here and tak- 
ing the nearest paper and pencil write 
down so that we could see it in our own 
handwriting: “I, John Smith (put your 
name in here) truly deserve the wrath of 
God, and under the laws of perfect 
justice I should spend eternity in the 
lake of fire.” We do not believe that any 
human being is truly saved until he has 
seen that truth in all its stark and naked 
reality. 

How, then, is any man to be saved? 
God answered this dilemma by the doc- 
trine of election based on the vicarious, 
substitutionary atonement as provided 
in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The great hatred which exists in some 
quarters against the doctrine of election 
is readily understandable in the light of 
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the fact that Satan was ignorant of. it, 

‘and that its introduction, as a sort of 
secret weapon, insured his own eternal 
defeat and provided for the salvation of 
the great company of believers who shall, 
under the graciously given title and posi- 
tion of sons of God, rule the universe for 
God throughout all eternity. 

Christ announced the hatred of the 
doctrine of election in plain terms: “If 
the world hate you, ye know that it 
hated me before it hated you. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love 
his own; but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have elected you out of the 
world, therefore (therefore) the world 
hateth you” (John 15:18, 19). The first 
epistle of John amplifies this in a beau- 
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tiful way. It is, of course, a general New 
Testament truth that the expressions 
“sons of God,” “the elect,” “the saints,” 
“the believers” and similar names and 
titles are synonymous. John specifically 
states that he is writing to those who 
have believed on the name of the Son 
of God, and who, therefore, are 
essors of eternal life (1 John 5:13). In 
an earlier chapter of this same epistle 
he says: “Behold, what manner of love 
(what special kind of love) the Father 
hath bestowed upon us (the born-again 
ones) that we (the elect) should be 
called the sons of God (as distinct from 
the unsaved masses who are only crea- 
tures but not sons); therefore (therefore) 
the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. But, beloved, (in spite of 
all that anyone, saved or unsaved, may 
say about it), now we are the sons of 
God (and that is something the unsaved 
are not), and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be...” (1 John 3:1, 2). 

When you find Christians who show 
antagonism toward the doctrine of elec- 
tion, you may be sure that it is a carry- 
over from their old carnal mind which 
is enmity against God. They are forced 
to delete great sections from the Word 
of God in order to eliminate the doc- 
trine, and, what is more, they are forced 
to deny the doctrine, which is found 
throughout all the Bible, that man fell 
all the way, not part way, and that he 
is dead, totally dead, in trespasses and 
sins. But we must not be astonished, for 
it is merely an illustration of the great 
desire of fallen man to be exalted and 
to take some of the credit for salvation 
to himself. 


(To Be ContTINuED) 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 9) 


There came a discussion as to whether 
there were real and lasting virtues in 
any pagan religion. A Hollander spoke 
of seeing in the Dutch Indies the horri- 
ble cruelty to animals on the part of 
the most civilized of the nationals. There 
seemed to be solid agreement in the 
company, even by the members who 
had come out of the pagan religions of 
China, India and Africa, that there were 
no lasting virtues outside Christianity. 

One of the bishops of the Mar Thoma 
church broke in to say that the problem 
had to be looked at from both sides. If 
it were true that there were missionaries 
who were lazy, tardy and untruthful, 
there were also very fine missionaries, 
and that the nationals had to change 
their attitudes toward the Westerners 
as well as the other way round. The 
great need is that all Christians, both 
Westerners and nationals, should pro- 
claim Christ crucified, risen and coming 
again. 

The chairman summed up: “When 
one goes from one background to an- 
other there must be a sort of incarna- 
tion. We must not forget that our Lord 
came down from Heaven and was made 
flesh to dwell among us. If we are to 
represent Him, we must be filled with 
Himself and then go among the people 
to whom we minister as one of them, 
filled with compassion and revealing 
Christ to them.” This section now turned 
to the technical work of drafting changes 
in the text and I went to another sec- 
tion. 

As I entered the classroom where the 
second section was meeting, I showed 
my credentials to the secretary and took 
my place in a corner. I interested my- 
self for a moment in identifying the 
personalities in the room. There were 
men of great fame as educators, sociolog- 
ists, bishops and industrialists—clergy- 
men and laymen—all intensely interested 
in listening to an Indian, garbed in the 
clothing of the East and speaking with 
great earnestness. He was speaking: “If 
we are to have any oneness at all it 
must be around the Lordship of Christ. 
We will never be able to draw closer 
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to each other if it is to be on a discus- 
sion of organizational methods and ec- 
clesiastical forms. It must be on the 
great fact that Jesus Christ is God. This 
is our only framework of unity. In our 
day this becomes an imperious necessity. 
India will not listen to lips that are not 
reconciled.” The idea was set forth that 
there was no Anglican Christ, no Meth- 
odist Christ, no Presbyterian Christ but 
only the Christ of the Bible. He con- 
tinued, “The great verse for today comes 
from our Lord’s own prayer in the 
Garden. He prayed in John 17:21 ‘That 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us; that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me.’” Then 
with emphasis he repeated that Christ 
had commanded this oneness of believers 
so that the world may believe that Christ 
was sent by God.. 

Another man then spoke of the neces- 
sity of putting second things out of first 
place and of getting back to the simple 
truths of sin and salvation thr¢ ugh the 
cross of Jesus Christ. The message that 
we are to proclaim is redemption and 
judgment. 

I must set down some impressions 
here which were manifest to me. First 
of all the younger churches (or mission- 
ary churches) seemed to have won their 
independence from the Americans and 
were willing to face their former tutors 
and economic benefactors, to disagree 
with them, and to vote against them as 
necessary. Second, the delegates from the 
United States did not seem to have a 
grasp of world problems like that of the 
delegates from abroad. The contribu- 
tions of the Americans when they spoke 
were negligible. It seemed at times as 
though the European delegates tolerated 
politely the interruptions of the Ameri- 
cans and then got back to the main 
point. The speeches by Americans were, 
on the whole, decidedly inferior when 
compared to the speeches of the Chris- 
tians from abroad. Furthermore the 
European theologians were much more 
conservative than the speakers from 
the United States. 


Take, for example, the main address 
on one .of the evenings, delivered by 
Dr. Charles Malik, one of the secretaries 
of the United Nations, and delegate 
to the World Council representing the 
Greek Orthodox Church of Lebanon. 
Now, I am quite aware that some will 
cry out against the errors that are in the 
Greek Orthodox Church, errors of doc- 
trine and errors of practice, and I am 
one of the first to cry out against these 
errors also. But I know that there is in 
the Greek Church the Zoe movement— 
zoe being the Greek word for life—and 
that Dr. Malik is associated with this 
branch of his church. His address was 
entitled “Asia and Africa ask Searching 
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Questions.” His introduction was breath- 
' taking and all through his address he 
called the Council back to the primitive 
truths of Christianity—Christ crucified, 
risen and coming again. His emphasis 
was on original sin and man’s death 


apart from Christ. He began as follows: | 


“I propose this evening to consider 
the problems of Asia and Africa especi- 


ally in relation to the Christian Church. | 
I speak as a member of the Greek Ortho- 


dox Church, and tend to see things 
from that perspective. It seems it is not 
yet entirely forbidden, nor is it alto- 
gether indecent, to view the world as a 
Christian, namely, as standing together 
with the world inexorably under the 
sign of the Cross of Jesus Christ, even 
the only-begotten Son of God, who for 


us men and for our salvation came down | 


from Heaven and was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, who was crucified by us 
men under Pontius Pilate just outside 
Jerusalem, who certainly rose from the 
dead on the third day and ascended 
into Heaven where He sits on the right 


hand of the Father, and who most cer- | 


tainly shall come again in glory to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

“We are called upon in this assembly 
to put aside all human cleverness and 
fear, in fact all natural or social distinc- 
tions, and, in the fellowship of the Spirit, 
to reaffirm, just like guileless children, 
the wonderful Faith of our fathers. We 
do not here speak as doctors, or farmers, 
or business men, or professors, or theo- 
logians, or diplomats or officials of this 
or that organization; nor do we speak 
as members of this or that profession or 
nation or class or race or sect or move- 
ment or party or philosophical school of 
thought, much as every one of these 
distinctions has upon each one of us 
its own proper claims and enjoys in its 
own right a real and valid domain of 
truth. We speak rather on a much deeper 
plane than all this; in fact on the deep- 
est plane we know, namely, on the 
plane of our knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
On this plane we acknowledge we are 
not only not self-sufficient, not only 
limited creatures, not only creatures of 
the living and true God on whom we 
depend every minute, but fallen and 
sinful creatures, not just rebellious 
against this or that good and right thing, 
but rebellious by nature, not just mortal 
with a scientifically calculated probabil- 
ity of so many more years still to live, 
but spiritually dying every minute and 
physically liable to die any minute, per- 
haps even this very one. On this plane of 
sin and death which encompasses us all, 
and indeed the whole of mankind, we 
also acknowledge with tears of rapture 
the victory and power, the glory and for- 
giveness of Jesus Christ, who renews us 
by His grace every day. It is then on the 


plane of forgiven sinners, with equal em- |. 
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phasis on the sin which is wholly ours 
and on the forgiveness which is wholly 
Christ's, that we dare speak. On this 
plane, than which nothing is more ulti- 
mate, we can speak in freedom and with- 
out reservation, for how can there be 
any reservation when one is face to face 
with the Cross, where the mystery, which 
was kept secret since the world began, 
is completely revealed, even to the inner- 
most secrets of our own petty hearts? 

“It is permitted to each one of us, 
whatever might be his vocation in life, 
to ascend to the hill of the Cross and 
to view the world from there. And if 
there is anything more refreshing, more 
exhilarating, more releasing, more humb- 
ling, more new and creative, than what 
we see in the blazing light of the Cross, 
even for what we otherwise do in life, 
I confess I do not know it. Nay, there 
can be no such thing.” 

When he had finished his address on 
the problems of Asia and Africa he 
concluded with a paragraph from a ser- 
mon by Chrysostom in Antioch toward 
the close of the fourth century. 

“But if in this life also (the gospel) 
hath advantages, as ‘indeed it hath, this 
also is more than all a matter of great 
wonder, that (the Apostles) had power 
to persuade men who had done innum- 
erable evil deeds, yea such as no one 
else had done, that they should wash 
themselves clean of all, and they should 
give account of none of their offences. 
So that on this very account it were most 
of all meet to wonder, that they per- 
suaded Barbarians to embrace such a 
faith as this, and to have good hopes 
concerning things to come; and having 
thrown off the former burden of their 
sins, to apply themselves with the great- 
est zeal for the time to come to those 
toils which virtue requires, and not to 
gape after any object of sense, but ris- 
ing to a height above all bodily things, 
to receive gifts purely spiritual: yea, 
that the Persian, the Sarmatian, the 
Moor and the Indian should be ac- 
quainted with the purification of the 
soul, and the power of God, and His 
unspeakable mercy to men, and the 
severe discipline of faith, and the visita- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and the resur- 
rection of bodies and the doctrines of 
life eternal. For in all these things, and 
in whatever is more than these, the 
fishermen initiating by baptism divers 
races of Barbarians, persuaded them to 
live on high principles. 

“Of all these things then, having ob- 
served them accurately, let us speak un- 
to the Gentiles, and again, let us show 
them the evidence of our lives: that by 
both means we ourselves may be saved, 
and they drawn over by our means unto 
the glory of God. For unto Him be the 
glory forever. Amen.” 

Not until the final reports are all in 








can the full appraisal of Evanston be 
made. What we have said here are the 
things which most impressed us as we 
observed the early meetings. The re- 
ports must be read and digested. But 
Christians must realize that there was 
a great deal of good accomplished at 
Evanston. There were many people who 
are Christians in the evangelical sense 
of the word who were at Evanston and 
who were discussing great problems on a 
high level of Christian thinking. There 
were also some men whom we consider 
to be apostates who were among the 
delegates but they seemed to be out- 
numbered and their influence did not 
seem to weigh heavily in the sections, 
the committees or in the reports. Out 
of the good and the bad we shall hope 
to draw more definite conclusions that 
our readers may be well informed con- 
cerning a meeting which was one of the 
great assemblies of Christians. The ap- 
praisal of the tares amidst the wheat we 
will leave to the Lord. END 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
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ered India by foreign missionaries, he 
appealed to all religious leaders to unify 
the people and help the country con- 
solidate its position. 
CHURCH LEAVES DENOMINATION 

First Presbyterian Church at Miami 
Beach voted 136 to 6 to withdraw from 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern) in a dispute with the de- 
nomination’s South Florida district or- 
ganization, the St. John’s Presbytery. 

The presbytery had asked the con- 
gregation to change the charter granted 
it in 1935 when the church was founded 
by Dr. Wiliam C. Cumming. The char- 
ter is believed unique among Presby- 
terian bodies in that it contains clauses 
permitting the church to sever relations 

(Continued on page 47) 
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CHRIST THE PROPHET 
(Continued from page 7) 

ledge could give Christ any idea of the 
crowing of the cock as immediately pre- 
ceding the false words that came from 
the lips of him who, fifty days later, 
would preach a sermon that would bring 
three thousand people to the feet of 
the risen Lord. Christ knew that before 
He should expire on the cross, during 
this dark night and the tragic morning 
to follow, all of His disciples would 
leave him. “And Jesus saith unto them, 
All ye shall be offended: for it is writ- 
ten, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered abroad” (Mk. 
14:27). The utterances thus far con- 
sidered may be counted as incidental, 
however, in view of the vast insight into 
the far distant future which our Lord 
was to reveal later this same week. Be- 
fore proceeding to examine these proph- 
ecies of greater scope, we must give’ some 
attention to Christ’s predictions of His 
own death and resurrection. 

His Predictions Concerning His 
Death and Resurrection 

Professor Robertson, in the most 
thorough examination of this theme that 
I have seen, begins, “It is noteworthy 
that Jesus put the emphasis in His career 
on His death rather than on His in- 
carnation. That is so out of the ordinary 
as at once to challenge attention.”* 

Immediately after Peter’s great con- 
fession, our Lord began to teach His 
disciples that “the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the leaders, and the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again” (Mk. 8:31), an asser- 
tion repeated not long after this: “The 
Son of man is delivered up into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill him; 
and when he is killed, after three days 
he shall rise again” (9:31). The follow- 
ing verse reveals the pathetic truth that 
“they understood not the saying, and 
were afraid to ask him.” 

There are considerable additions to 
these predictions in a statement uttered 
shortly before Passion Week: “Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son 
of man shall be delivered unto the chief 
priests and the scribes; and they shall 
condemn him to death, and shall deliver 
him unto the Gentiles: and they shall 
mock him, and shall spit upon him, and 
shall scourge him, and shall kill him; and 
after three days he shall rise again” 
(Mk. 10:33, 34). Jesus knows where He 
will be put to death; He knows the 
various groups that will participate in 
this monstrous act; He knows every 
phase of the preliminary physical suffer- 
ings He will be made to endure; and 
He knows that the form of death will 





* A, T. Robertson; ‘Announcements of Death,” 
in Hastings: Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, 
Vol. I, p. 70. The entire article, pp. 70-74, is 
the most thorough treatment of this subject that 
I have seen. 
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not be that prescribed in the law of the 
Old Testament, but rather crucifixion, 
which was practiced only at that time 
by the Romans. 

Closely connected with our Lord’s 
predictions concerning His death, are 
those in which He announces His forth- 
coming resurrection. The fact is, Christ 
never uttered a major prediction regard- 
ing His coming death but that at the 
same time He announced His resurrec- 
tion, to follow immediately. All will 
agree—and I say this in no irreverent 
manner—that a man is but a fool who 
would announce his own resurrection, 
within three days after his decease, un- 
less—he knows that he is going to rise. 

Christ’s prediction of His resurrection 
greatly troubled His enemies. They cast 
it at Him at the trial (Mt. 26:61) and 
they seemed to be distressed about it on 
the Saturday following the crucifixion, 
for, going to Pilate, they said, “Sir, we 
remember that that deceiver said while 
he was yet alive, After three days I rise 
again. Command therefore that the 
sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest haply his disciples come and 
steal him away, and say unto the people, 
he is risen from the dead: and the last 
error will be worse than the first” (Mt. 
27:63, 64). 

From time to time criticisms have been 
made regarding these predictions of 
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resurrection, some saying that they were 
inserted long after Christ rose from the 
dead, and others that it would be im- 
possible for such predictions to have 
been uttered by Christ, for had they 
been, it is said, the disciples would not 
have been so stubborn in their own 
unbelief when word came that Christ 
had been raised. These attacks have 
never won general acceptance, and psy- 
chology itself would not support their 
validity. 

The Prediction of the 

Fall of Jerusalem 

Of no other historical event, apart 
from His own death and resurrection, 
and of events to occur after His de- 
parture, did our Lord prophesy in such 
detail as concerning the coming destruc- 
tion of the Holy City. Early in His 
ministry, upon being informed that 
Herod plotted to kill Him, Christ made 
reference to two manifestations of a 
deep revolt against God in the city of 
Jerusalem, one in the past, one soon to 
come. As the Jews’ rejection of the 
prophets in the Old Testament led to 
the destruction of the city under Ne- 
buchadnezzar, so would their rejection 
of the Messiah, now in their midst, lead 
to another fearful destruction (Lk. 13: 
$2b-35). Later, on the day of His trium- 
phal entry into the city, the details of 
Jerusalem’s coming doom were set forth 
elaborately (Lk. 19:41-44). 

Finally, in Luke’s account of the Olli- 
vet Discourse—and strange to say, Luke, 
the Gentile, is deeply devoted to the 
history of this city of Jerusalem, as the 
book of Acts shows—we have recorded 
further words from our Lord concern- 
ing Jerusalem’s fall (Lk. 21:21-24). 

His predictions were fulfilled to the 
letter. Indeed. there was already living 
in Palestine that historian Josephus, 
who, in his Wars of the Jews, would 
give such a description of the fall of the 
city as to cause one to believe that he 
was writing as an apologete, defending 
the accuracy of the prophetic statements 
of the One Jerusalem is about to crucify. 

In the same detail Christ dealt with 
the future of the Jews and the Church, 
with the course of this age and its end, 
with His.return, the day of judgment 
and the eternal state of mankind. 

Everywhere throughout our Lord’s 
teachings regarding the end of the age 
and eternal matters, He assumes and 
declares what no other sane person on 
earth has ever dared to proclaim—that 
the eternal destiny of every living soul 
on this earth is determined by his 
relationship to Jesus Christ the Son of 
God. 


Some Characteristics of His 
Prophetic Ministry 

Probably the outstanding mark of the 
eschatological utterances of Jesus is 
authoritativeness. What the common 


people recognized even in that early 
discourse, the Sermon on the Mount, is 
to be observed in every declaration and 
assertion that came from His holy lips. 
There is no equivocation or hesitancy, 
no setting forth of the possibility of 
some other interpretation or viewpoint. 

The characteristic of Christ’s escha- 
tological teaching, however, which dis- 
tinguishes it from the ministry of every 
other prophet in Old and New Testa- 
ment, is that from the beginning of His 
ministry until His ascension, He made 
the whole of His eschatology center in 
Himself. No prophet in the Old Testa- 
ment ever said that he would bring 
about the destruction of a nation, or 
would direct the capture of Jerusalem; 
neither Moses nor Isaiah, the apostle 
Paul nor the apostle John ever spoke 
of his return; no prophet in the Scrip- 
tures ever hinted that he would be the 
one ‘who would preside in the last 
great judgment of humanity. In the 
teachings of Christ, the destiny of man 
is fulfilled in Him (Mt. 8:11; 10:17 ff.; 
Lk. 19:27, 41; John 21:18, 22). It is be- 
cause of the rejection of Christ as Mess- 
iah that Jerusalem will be destroyed; it 
is the gospel concerning Him that is to 
be preached to the ends of the earth; 
it is the Son of Man who sows the seed, 
who is the lord of the vineyard, the 
master of the household, the returning 
bridegroom; it is at the sound of His 
voice that the dead will be raised; and 
it is He who will come back to receive 
us unto Himself. This great and unique 
truth is carried on by the apostles—our 
hope is in Christ; our resurrection is 
promised because of His resurrection; 
we are to be made conformable to the 
image of His Son; it is His face we 
shall look upon; He is the Lamb seated 
upon the throne; He is to be the ruler 
of the kings of this earth. To deny this 
is to tear from the foundation of the 
Christian faith one of its chief corner- 
stones. 

In that last glorious vision of activity 
in Heaven, before the end of this age 
and the battle of Armageddon, John 
heard that magnificent series of Hallelu- 
jahs sung in Heaven, concluded by the 
announcement of the angels that “these 
are true words of God,” and he fell 
down before the angel to worship him. 
In the immediate rebuke is a phrase 
often ignored by commentators with 
which I think we may fitly close—“the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph- 
ecy.” No doubt the spirit here is the 
spirit of Jesus, as in Acts 16:7. But do 
we not also have in this line the fact 
that the witness Christ bore was a 
prophetic one? The spirit of prophecy 
was upon Him as upon none other, and 
all true prophecy centers in and glori- 
fies Him. ENpD 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 5) 


crown to sole—all was in a_ horrible 
state. Thus it must be for those who 
leave the will of God to sin against 
great love. 


Lord, bring us to our senses 
and keep us in Thyself. 


AS A LODGE IN A GARDEN OF CUCUMBERS 
(1:8) 

In the unfenced vegetable gardens 
of the Orient a rude hut is built each 
year to provide shelter from the elements 
for the ones who must stay there day 
and night to protect the crops from 
thieves. Generally there is a platform 
on four posts, covered by leaves or 
sack cloth. At the close of the season 
the hut disintegrates under the assaults 
of winter. It was lonely enough in the 
season when a watchman was in it, 
but after the harvest when it was de- 
serted by its watchman, it presented 
a complete picture of dreariness and 
loneliness. Thus the daughter of Zion 
was abandoned by God because she 
had herself abandoned her Lord. Thus 
we must see that any departure from 
the will of God leads to the hiding of 
of His presence, and, consequently, to 
utter loneliness. 

Lord, turn Thy face upon us in grace. 


THE LORD OF HOSTS (1:9) 

Jehovah Sabaoth! Lord of the Hosts 
of Heaven. This is the name of the 
Lord to which three-fold holiness is 
attached later on (6:3). The hosts are 
not the hosts of the angels of Heaven, 
though it should go without saying 
that He is the sovereign of the angelic 
creation also. Rather these hosts must 
be seen as the hosts of Israel. This whole 
passage has to do with the Lord’s com- 
plaint against His people for their 
wanderings and for the horror of their 
sin. Now he presents Himself as the 
Lord of their destiny, announcing the 
eternal security of His people because 
of His own name’s sake. This verse— 
the first in Isaiah to be quoted in the 
New Testament—sets forth the certainty 
of the plan of God. His promises are 
sure; not because of any worthiness in 
His own, for they are corrupt from 
crown to sole, but because of Himself. 


Lord, we thank Thee for the nature 
of our guarantee. 


HE LEFT UNTO US A VERY oma REMNANT 
(1:9) 

He had spoken of Israel as a body 
on which there was no spot without its 
bruise which could receive a fresh 
chastisement. The nation had brought 
itself to the place where it had merited 
the utmost punishment from the Lord, 
even as a man slaughters an ungovern- 
able beast. But the Lord would not 
destroy them utterly because of the 
nature of His own being. There are 
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those who have attempted to see in this . 


promise a prophecy of the church, es- 
pecially since it is cited in the New 
Testament. But a close examination of 
the context proves the absurdity of such 
an interpretation. How can the church 
be called “a very small remnant” when 
the believers are elsewhere estimated as 
“a great multitude which no man could 
number”? (Rev. 7:9). This is the rem- 
nant of Israel, and the Lord has His 
purpose for that nation. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy 
faithfulness to Thy covenant. 


HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD (1:10) 

In spite of what liberals have said 
the Word of God was well on its way to 
being written before the time of Isaiah, 
and the law of our God which he men- 
tions is beyond question a reference to 
the existing Pentateuch. He uses this 
phrase twelve times in his prophecy 
(1:10; 2:3; 5:24; 8:16, 20; 24:5; 30:9; 
42:4, 21, 24; 51:4, 7). The number is 
significant for there is one reminder 
for each of the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and this usage shows the unity of the 
whole book. We shall never understand 
the Word of God until we realize how 
God has sewn it together with cords 
that cannot be broken. The mechanical 
pattern is seen by the unbeliever, or 
by the baby Christian who has not 
been willing to accept the finality of 
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the divine revelation, but we do not look 
at the reverse but at the right side of the 
whole design and can see the divine 
pattern making one harmonious whole. 
Lord, we thank Thee for the eternal Word. 


me OF SODOM ... PEOPLE OF GOMORRAH 
(1:10 

These horrible titles are given to the 
rulers and the people of Israel. It must 
have struck their ears with a worse 
sound than if someone said to Ameri- 
cans, “Hear . . . you Soviet leaders 
. .. Listen . . . you Communists. . .” 
The king of Sodom was greedy with 
a lust for power (Gen. 14:21), and “the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the Lord exceedingly” (Gen. 
13:13). Th rulers and the people com- 
bined in the most corrupt villainy (Gen. 
19). It is with such a comparison that 
the Lord describes the people which He 
had taken out of Egypt to be a holy 
people unto Himself. Their rulers ruled 
as the rulers of Sodom; the people 
acted like the people of Gomorrah. What 
condescension, then, that the Lord 
should stoop to call them back to Him- 
self! Surely none of us can get beyond 
the grace of God. 
Lord, melt us before the fire of Thy love. 


TO WHAT PURPOSE .. .? (1:11) 

“What have I to do with the multi- 
tude of your sacrifices? saith the Lord. 
I am glutted with burnt offerings of 
rams, and with the fat of calves. I take 
no pleasure in the blood of bulls, of 
sheep and of goats.” The Lord is not 
rescinding His commands given through 
Moses for the sacrifices which He 
wished to have brought to Him, but He 
is attacking the hypocrisy of those who 
bring the sacrifice while still clinging 
to their evil ways. We must not forget 
that ‘the men who crucified Christ 
were bathed and prepared for the sac- 
rifice of the Passover, and were on their 
way to perform a sacrifice, taking a 
slight detour to have Christ crucified, 
and then returning to the main road 
of their religion without God. Here is 
a terrible arraignment of the form of 
orthodoxy without the heart of yielded- 
ness to the plan of God. 

Lord, keep our hearts open toward Thee. 


WHEN YOU COME TO APPEAR BEFORE ME... 
(1:12) 

This is the phrase that is used in the 
law for the appearance, three times a 
year, of all the males of Israel (Deut. 
16:16). The whole passage presupposes: 
the existence of the full law of Moses; 
with all the Levitical rites in force. But) 
the people came with formal religior 
and with hypocritical hearts. A more; 
exact translation would be, “When you: 
come to present yourselves before Me,, 
who asked you to dirty up My courts?” 
The spiritual climax of this teaching 
comes from the lips of our Lord Him- 
self, when He said to the woman of 
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Samaria, “The hour cometh, and now 
is, when the true worshipers shall 
worship the Father in Spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him” (John 4:23). God sought 
the straying sinner (Gen. 3:9), but, alas! 


He must seek further among His own for | 


true worshipers. 
Lord, find in us true worshipers. 


BRING NO MORE .... (1:13) 

A better translation would be: “Stop 
bringing vain offerings: your incense 
stinks. I loathe the new moons, the sab- 
baths and the assemblies. I cannot stand 
to see iniquity associated with solemn 
assembly.” If we apply this to the re- 
ligious life of our day it would indicate 
that God loathes the type of religion 
that will allow people to dress up in 
new clothes for Easter and think more 
of personal appearance than of the ap- 
pearance of the soul. We must be dressed 
in His righteousness alone; faultless to 
stand before His throne. It is not that 
God does not want us to have solemn 
assemblies, but that He does not want 
us to have them in the midst of a life 
of unsurrender. Incense is the symbol of 
worship, and any form of will-worship 
must be a stench in the nostrils of God, 
if it is not in Spirit and in truth. 

Lord, may the Holy Spirit Himself 
bring forth our worship. 


MY SOUL HATES .. . (1:14) 

One of the most solemn thoughts in 
the whole of the Word of God is that 
there are things that God hates. That a 
holy God should hate something shows 
the innate unholiness of the thing. The 
concordance shows a long list of things 
which God hates, and, for the most part, 
they are things connected with religious 


service offered otherwise than as God | 
to God speak | 


has directed. Listen 








through Amos: “I hate, I despise your | 


feast days, and I will not smell in your 
solemn assemblies . . . Take away from 
me the noise of your (religious) songs 
..-” (Amos 5:21, 23). One of the proofs 
of the deity of the Lord Jesus was 
that He knew how to hate (Heb. 1:9), 
and this was the cause of His supreme 
gladness, above that of His fellows. 


Lord, teach us to hate the things 
that Thou dost hate. 


THEY ARE A TROUBLE UNTO ME (1:14) 

The literal Hebrew would read, “They 
are at my expense, and I am tired of 
supporting them.” After all, it is God 
that furnishes everything we have and 
if we bring anything back to Him it is 
but a small percentage of that which He 
has given. It is the bringing with the 
heart that is acceptable to Him, and if 
there is no more than a formal gesture 
there can be no joy in the heart of God 
as He looks upon the service. He made 
the world and all that is in it. The 
cattle on a thousand hills are His, and 


if man takes an oxen or a sheep and_ 
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conscience, for your money, safely 
invested in carefully selected, safe 
securities during your lifetime, 
helps to advance a Great Cause. 
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OPEN LETTER FROM GREECE 

Efy Antaki is a Greek girl in the Sani- 
tarium of Soteria in Athens, Greece. She 
wants to write you a personal letter, but not 

your address she uested us to 
deliver it to you through this magazine. 
Read it prayerfully: 

“I am sure that your kind hearts will not 
misunderstand this letter which I have de- 
cided to write to you. 

“I am a very poor girl and I am a total 
— Ever since I was eleven years old 
I have been suffering. At the age of eleven 
I lost the support of our home, my beloved 
father, and thus at that tender age I tasted 
the bitter cup of bereavement. 

“Then my beloved mother, and what 
sweetness there is in'the mention of the 
word ‘mother’, took over the support of 
our home and struggling with all her 
strength she tried to raise us. She was a 
mother who loved us very dearly. But the 
love which only a mother can give te her 
children we could not enjoy for very~long. 
She died of tuberculosis in the very room in 
which I am found today. My poor heart 
lost its every prop. 

“But with the help of God I never lost 
my courage. I have always had great faith 
in the goodness of God who is the father of 
the hans and who never forsakes any- 
one. ‘aher this, tuberculosis hit me, too, and 
I have been in the sanitarium, in the very 
room where my mother died. for a year now. 

“This is why, my beloved benefactors, I 
come to with tears in my eyes to ask 
you to help me in whatever way God may 
inspire you to do it. I need medicine that 
is so essential for my treatment. So many 
times I long for an egg or a glass of milk or 
some fruit, but who is to bring it to me? I 
am an orphan destined to die unless some- 
one shows compassion toward me. Please 
hear the voice of a little girl who is going 
thro’ such a fiery furnace of trials. Give 
me a little joy and a little comfort in this 
very critical moment of my life. Do not let 
me die in the same room where my mother 
died. 

“Be sure that God will reward you fully 
for your kindness toward me, and my par- 
ents from up there where they are will re- 
joice when they see that you are doing 
something for their orphan child. I am 
waiting with joy and with great agony 
for your letter. 

“I greet you with great love and respect. 

—EFY ANTAKI.” 


To provide this girl with the antibiotic 
drugs she needs will cost $25. Furthermore, 
it would be wonderful if we sent her some 
money to buy a little nourishing food— 
with $5 she can buy 40 Ibs. of food locally 
in Greece. Last but not least, this despairing 
orphan girl must be led to the saving know- 
ledge of esus Christ. Let us provide her 
with a Bible in modern Greek ($2). 

You may help this girl and many others 
like her through the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary), 
which maintains the only Evangelical Or- 
phanage in Greece. To care for a child 
costs $15 a month and to provide Evangeli- 
cal training costs $10 a month. About 400 
such scholarships are needed. If you under- 
take to provide for one of these children 
you will receive the picture of the child 
and his or her name and pepe? and you 
will have the rtunity of correspondin 
with the child Nothing will give m4 
greater joy than this | eam of praying and 
caring for a child in Greece where there are 
po emg ge orphans out of seven 
million people. Introduce this project to 
your Sunday School class. They will be 
blessed by it. - E 
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kills it as though that were all God 
wanted it would mean that God was 
no different from the pagan gods who 
were placated by a flood of blood. As 
a father might become tired of furnish- 
ing an allowance to a son who con- 
sumed the money in orgies, so God 
became tired of furnishing the materials 
for a sacrifice from alien hearts. 
Lord, take our hearts first, 
and with them all other things. 
YOUR HANDS . . . YOUR HANDS... . (1:15) 
The hands of the worshipers are 
seen first as they look at them, them- 
selves, and then as God really sees them. 
The picture is of a man standing in 
formal prayer with his hands stretched 
up to God, but with blood dripping 
from those hands. The fact that the 
visible marks of sin are not present does 
not change the fact that they are there. 
Lady Macbeth -was aware of the 
“damned spot” long after her hands 
had been washed, and she had learned 
that “not all of the perfume of Arabia,” 
could “sweeten” those hands. God will 
not receive the one who comes without 
the cleansing of grace. David had the 
blood of Uriah on his hands and the 
lust of Bathsheba in his heart until he 
was cleansed with the hyssop of the offer- 
ings. Then he was able to sing, “Who 
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
or who shall stand in his holy place? He 
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up his soul unto 
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Psa. 24:3, 
4). 
Lord, keep our hands and hearts 
pure through Christ. 
WASH pan - - - PURIFY YOURSELVES 
«+ + (1:16 
The Levitical method of washing and 
purifying was to bring the blood sacri- 
fices with a heart yielded to God. The 
sin against which Isaiah is crying out is 
that they brought the form of the sac- 
rifice without having their hearts turned 
toward God. It is evident, then, that 
the sacrifices do not purify if there is 
not a heart yieldedness. It must not 
be forgotten that this appeal is not to 
the Egyptians or the Philistines, but to 
the people of the covenant. The verse 
is not the equivalent of an evangelistic 
call, but of an exhortation to sanctifi- 
cation. Its New Testament counterpart 
is, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren by 
the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your spirit- 
ual service” (Rom. 12:1). 
Lord, help us present ourselves to Thee. 


LEARN TO DO GOOD (1:17) 

The well-spring within the life of a 
man who has been truly redeemed is 
that the love of God dwells in him, and 
that love must manifest itself in every 
direction. The world lives with its 
thoughts turned toward itself; the be- 


liever lives with the love of God flow- 
ing through him in order that those 
who are in need may be put in contact 
with the supply for all need. Round 
about us there is a universe of misery; 
too many Christians fail to understand 
this because of the outward standard 
of living which is so high in our 
western world. We know, vaguely, that 
there is vast misery in China, India and 
the rest of the world, and we salve our 
conscience by giving a percentage to 
missionary causes, but we do not realize 
that right near us there is a hidden 
misery, often dressed in silk, that needs 
our ever-flowing love to assuage its 
sorrow. 

Lord, love all need through us. 


COME NOW LET US REASON (1:18) 

This is one of the most misunderstood 
verses in the Bible. It is not a call to 
calm discussion on the basis of reason; 
it is not an invitation to use the reason- 
ing process. It is rather a command to 
bring human reason to an end. The root 
meaning of the verb is “to prove, decide, 
adjudge.” This verse is an Old Testa- 
ment equivalent of a great passage in 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians: 
“For it is written, I will destroy the wis- 
dom of the wise, and will bring to 
nothing the designs of the clever. Where 
is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has God not - 
made foolish the wisdom of this age?” 
(1 Cor. 1:19, 20). There is no use argu- 
ing with God. Reason cannot cope with 
revelation. What seems right in the eyes 
of man can never be the standard by 
which a holy God measures life. 


Lord, bring us to the end 
of all our cleverness. 


THOUGH ALL OUR SINS BE AS SCARLET (1:18) 

Just as the Holy Spirit, in the passage 
cited above, shows the nothingness of 
human logic, and contrasts it with the 
preaching of the cross, folly to those 
who perish, but the power of God to 
those who believe (1 Cor. 1:18), so 
Isaiah now shows the result of the work 
of the Lord in the life.of the man who 
has brought the blood sacrifices with 
sincerity and yieldedness .to the sancti- 
fication which must result. Then the 
scarlet dye of guilt will show snow-white, 
and the crimson stains will be like clean 
wool. This cannot be done by any proc- 
ess that man could devise. In a glass of 
water it is possible to dissolve salt, but 
not rock. In a glass of acid it is possible 
to dissolve rock but not sins. Only by 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ can 
sins be dissolved. Here in the Old Testa- 
ment they were looking forward to the 
cross even as we now look backward to it. 


Lord, we thank Thee 
for the cleansing blood. 


IF YE BE WILLING . . . IF YE REFUSE (1:19, 20) 
Again we must remind ourselves that 
this is not a word spoken to the Egypt- 


ETERNITY 











se 


= Fe 





ree 


ians or the Babylonians or the Philis- 
tines, but to those who were in a cove- 
nant relationship with the Lord. In like 
manner it cannot be applied to the un- 
saved in our own day. The Lord must 
act in a way that is consistent with His 
being. He chose His people and has 
them for Himself and His purposes. If 
we, who are His people, are yielded to 
Him, then He must, in honor, take care 
of us and provide for all our need as He 
sees it. But if we get out of His will then 
He must be faithful to Himself and 
chastise us, for whom the Lérd loves, 
He chastens (Heb. 12:6). To seek the 
will of the Lord and remain in it is not 
only to the honor and glory of the Lord 
but it is also for our own best interest. 
Yet with us, as a spiritual people, the 
call is even greater than that which 
came to His earthly people. We are 
under grace and indwelt by the Spirit; 
therefore any departure would be even 
more heinous in us. 
Lord, keep us docile in Thine hand. 
THE MOUTH OF THE LORD HAS SPOKEN (1:20) 
Here is the first of seven definite 
declarations in Isaiah that his prophecy 
came from the Lord Jehovah. This par- 
ticular form of the declaration is found 
here and twice in what some have 
thought to be from a second Isaiah 
(40:5; 58:14; cf. 21:17; 22:25; 24:3; 
25:8). If the prophecy is from Jehovah 
Himself, it really makes no difference 
what particular stenographer reported 
the words; but the unity of the book is 
affirmed in no uncertain manner by the 
use of the same phrases in both parts of 
the prophecy, and by the authentication 
given by our Lord Jesus when He attri- 
buted truths from both parts to the 
divine source. Since we do not believe in 
a God who has a mouth like a man 
(John 4:24; Lk. 24:39), this is a figure of 
speech which tells us that the words 
come from the being of God. As our 
mouth speaks out of the abundance of 
our hearts, (Mt. 12:34), so the Lord’s 
heart has spoken all His Word. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thy Word 
and for Thine heart. 


HOW IS THE FAITHFUL CITY BECOME A 
HARLOT? (1:21) 

Here begins a dirge on the moral de- 
cay of Jerusalem. Like the book of 
Lamentations and similar songs of sor- 
row over moral lapse the verse begins 
with the Hebrew exclamation (echah!) 
translated How. It is a sigh. How is it 
that the faithful city is become a prosti- 
tute? Hosea tells us that Israel was mar- 
ried to Jehovah and presents her as the 
wife of the Lord. It is a figure of speech 
which shows the holiness of the relation 
that should have been between the 
people and the Lord. But they departed 
from the Lord as a woman of light 
morals leaves her husband for other men. 
Jerusalem, city created for holiness, had 


been full of righteouness, and justice 
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had lodged there, but these apartments 
had been vacated aut murders had 
moved in. 


Lord, k us filled with ‘Thyself 
wy otal Tits stile. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 40) 


with the denomination on a_ three- 
fourths vote and stipulating that the 
local church corporation will retain all 
property rights should such action be 
taken. The withdrawal action is an out- 
growth of the church’s refusal to com- 
ply with the presbytery’s request. 

Dr. William E. Garrett, who became 
the church’s pastor in 1946, founded 
the non-denominational Miami Bible 
Institute three years later. 

The Miami Beach church supports 
65 missionaries and its $45,000 annual 
budget for missions is the largest in the 
presbytery. 

BEDOUINS THWART SCIENCE 

Bedouin tribesmen of the Judean 
Desert have won another victory over 
the archaeologists. 

When an archaeological expedition 
reached a remote canyon south of Ein 
Gedi, on the shores of the Dead Sea, to 
explore hundreds of caves where treas- 
ures of the past were believed to be 
buried, fresh camel tracks, empty cigar- 
ette packages and signs of digging told 
their tale. 

The race between the Bedouins and 
the archaeologists has been in progress 
since a Bedouin shepherd of the Ta’- 
Amira tribe wandered into a cave in 


the spring of 1947 and picked up an _ 


ancient jar in which he found decaying 
leather scrolls. 

This was the first of numerous arch- 
aeological discoveries in the “Wilderness 
of Judea.” The shepherd’s discovery in 
this and other caves included Biblical 
scrolls probably more than 2,000 years 
old. 

Because Bedouin shepherds were 
richly rewarded for the first finds, “pri- 
vate archaeology” has become a _ profit- 
able sideline, with the nomads eagerly 
searching all caves and rock crevices in 
the desert. 

Trained archaeologists are easily de- 
feated by the tribesmen who are on their 
home ground. 


MAU MAU READ GOSPEL 

The head of the Mau Mau camps in 
Kenya has ordered 1,000 copies of the 
African Challenge to be sent to fifty 





-¢amps éyery month, reports the Rev. 
Ernest Virgint, East African representa- 
tive for the Christian newspaper pub- 
lished in Africa by the Sudan ae a 
Mission. fi 

Mr. and Mrs. Virgint, until sacs 
speaking Africans of the cities and larger 
missionaries in West Africa, arrived in 
Kenya in July. Besides reaching Mau 
Mau prisoners with the gospel, they 
hope to find ready sales for the paper 
among the large number of English- 
towns. They find that the African Chal- 
lenge is the most effective way of reach- 
ing the people with the gospel in a 
country where personal contact is made 
difficult through the tense racial feeling. 


ON THE TRAIL OF CHEDORLAOMER 

Dr. Nelson Glueck, the Cincinnati 
archaeologist, is pursuing the ghost of 
Chedorlaomer across the Negev desert. 
Chedorlaomer was that King of Elam 
whose story is told in the fourteenth 
chapter of Genesis. 

The Bible says that the king left his 
country on the Persian Gulf to put 
down a rebellion by the Kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah and some of their neigh- 
boring sovereigns. Chedorlaomer smote 
the rebels from one end of the Holy 
Land to the other. All of this happened 
in the time of Abraham, about 2,000 
years B. C. 

Chedorlaomer made the mistake of 
capturing Lot, Abraham’s nephew, who 
was living near Sodom. So Abraham 
armed 318 of his servants, tracked 
Chedorlaomer to Dan, slaughtered the 
Persians and brought his nephew home. 








URGENT SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITY 


Pastor in western Pennsylvania with 
church of several thousand members 
is seeking a capable woman to man- 
age his household in order that his 
wife may be free for work in the 
church. This is a missionary oppor- 
tunity. Good Salary. Address inquiries 
to ETernity, Box 1. 
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THE nerinaitions OF THE AGES 


and 
THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 
These studies are the fruit of more than 60 
years of Bible Sade. blag are agen pe and 
——— contain a with clear 
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Men and Women 


Hail New Kind of 


Sickness and Accident Policy 





No Reduction in Benefits Regardless of Age 





Costs Only $12 a Year—Down Payment $2.50 
Ages 60 to 69 Only $18 a Year—Ages 70 to 75 Only $24 a Year 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection 
against financial worries that come when accident or 
sickness strikes. That’s why the reliable North American 
Accident Insurance Company of Chicago has issued a 
special policy for men and women up to 75 years of age. 
It helps meet sudden doctor and hospital bills—and the 
cost is only $12 a year for either men or women from 
15 to 59 years old . . . only $18 a year from 60 to 69 
years . . . from ages 70 to 75 only $24 a year. These rates 
are guaranteed as long as the policy is continued in force. 
Easy payment plan if desired. 


No doctor’s examination required, merely your own 
statement as to your present health. If your policy is in 
effect at age 75, you may even continue it to age 80 at nce 
further increase in premium. ABSOLUTELY NO RE- 
DUCTION IN BENEFITS REGARDLESS OF AGE. 
Protects you 24 hours a day while in the United States, 
Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Central and South America. 


This is the popular, sound “SERIES 500” limited 
Accident and Sickness Policy which thousands of men 
and women all over the country are carrying—it pays 
$25 a week for 10 weeks for total disability resulting 
from certain specified accidents and _ sicknesses; 
ADDITIONAL $25 a WEEK for 4 weeks from the first 
day of disability for accidents requiring hospital con- 
finement; up to $25 cash for doctor bills (at the rate of 
$3 per visit) even for a minor accident such as a cut 
finger. In case of accidental death the policy pays $1,000 
jeash to your beneficiary. Accident benefits effective 
‘from date of policy. Sickness benefits effective 30 days 
from date of policy. All disability benefits are paid 
directly to you to use any way you wish. 


In addition, the policy covers many sicknesses in- 
cluding pneumonia, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, 
ulcer of stomach or intestines, and operation for removal 
of appendix, hemorrhoids, gall bladder, kidney, and 
prostate, paying the weekly benefit after the first seven 
days of confinement to either home or hospital. 


This new policy also has a double indemnity feature 
covering travel accidents. You receive $50 a week if dis- 
abled by an accident in a bus, taxicab, train, subway, or 
streetcar, and $75 a week if the accident requires hospital 
confinement. The death benefit increases to $2,000 if 
caused by a travel accident. 
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Your benefits are never reduced even though you 
are also insured in a Group Plan, Blue Cross, or other 
Hospitalization Insurance. So if you are now a member 
of some worthy hospitalization plan, you still need this 
additional protection. Only a small percentage of people 
are confined to a hos , and even then only for a 
fraction of the time they are disabled. Most people—over 
80%—are confined at home where hospitalization plans 
do not a opp. Or, they are hospitalized for a few days 
or a week, then spend weeks of convalescence at home 
before they can go back to work again. The North Amer- 
ican Policy pays specified benefits regardless of whether 
you are confined to your home or to a hospital. 


North American Accident Insurance Company of 
Chicago has been in business for more than a half cen- 
tury and is one of the leading insurance companies pro- 
viding accident and sickness protection. We have paid 
over $63,000,000 in cash benefits to grateful policy- 
holders when they needed help most. NORTH AMER- 
ICAN IS LICENSED BY THE INSURANCE DE- 
PARTMENTS OF ALL 48 STATES AND THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Whatever your age, whether you are young or old, 
male or female, you need this sensible, necessary protec- 
tion. Get full details about this new policy by sending 
for the revealing booklet, “Cash or Sympathy.” The 
booklet is absolutely free. It will be mailed without 
charge or obligation of any kind. We suggest you get 
your free copy by mailing the coupon to Premier Policy 
Division, North American Accident Insurance Co. of 
Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 487, Newark 2, 
New Jersey. 


SYMPATHY.” | understand there is absolutely no 
obligation of any kind. 


| 
MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET 
a aeententadalll 
North American Accident Insurance Co. of Chicago yo og 
10 Commerce Court, Dept. 487. Newark 2, New Jersey iv.) | 
ivision 
Please mail me your FREE booklet, “CASH OR | 
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WORLD VISION, in 





























642 ex-Communist POWS’s in Korea want to 
enter the Christian ministry. World Vision, Inc. 
has pledged to support and send 80 picked men 
to seminary. 

Chaplain Harold Voelkel has returned to Korea 
to supervise this ministry, and writes: ‘‘Without 
the generous help of World Vision, Inc. the POW 
seminary program could not be conducted.” 

Communism is closing the doors in country 
after country. Trained native pastors and work- 
ers are God's remaining hope to carry the gos- 
pel to untold millions. 

Pray for these. POW students in seminary. Help 
send one yourself —$25 will support a student 
for a month. 


* * * 


Bob Pierce goes to Korea e 
for nationwide emergency Evangel- 
istic Campaign—Sept. 28 to Oct. 31, Bob Prerce 
sponsored by 4000 Korean churches. 
You can help ... PRAY! 


for further information, write to 


“Meeting Emergency World Needs 
Through Established Evangelical 
Missions” 


WORLD VISION nc. 


DR. FRANK C. PHILLIPS, Secretary 
P.O. BOX 151 > 20) aa8-\, lope) iicie). 
Address For CANADA- BOX 294 @ BRANTFORD, ONTARIO 





And if you’re really practical, you’ll be planning on Bible train- 
ing first—at Moody! Every young fellow and girl who knows 
the Lord needs to know his Bible. Matter of fact, without a solid 
grounding in the Word of God, it’s pretty difficult to get along 
in the world and still maintain your Christian testimony. 
If you need a college degree to fit in with your plans for the GENERAL BIBLE seumeenes 
future, Moody is a good investment in time for you. Colleges bane ae of concentrated study in God’s Word. Learn 
and universities give credit for work taken at Moody. Only two ane eee pena, ene — a 
subjects fit into your own life. Here is God’s plan for 
years of study after graduation from Moody can mean you'll the ages made plain for you. As a history book, litera- 
have that bachelor’s degree . . . plus the important Bible educa- “ biography, a for righteous living, you 
tion you need! n to ow your ‘ible. 
Moody is practical too. Every student ee | oo - ‘ Other Tuition-Free Moody Courses. .. 
witnessing on street corners, in jails, slums, + = y Pastors Course + Christian Education « 
pn so meee schools, underprivileged children’s work, ) Missionary Course + Sacred Music + Christian 
oO youth activities. Education-Music « Jewish Missions « 
And when your practicality gets down to the question of i Missionary Technical Course 
cost, remember that your student years at Moody are tuition- Accredited in Collegiate Division by Accrediting 
free! Unbelievable? Not when you realize that thousands of . Auvocition of Bible Iain and Bible Colleges 
Christians support the Institute with prayers and gifts. These 
faithful folk are counting on young people like you to carry the MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
gospel and hold high the banner of Christ. Wherever the Lord 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
leads you—in business, professional life, full-time Christian serv- Please send me a copy of “Through the Arch,” and also 
ice, or in the home—Moody training means a fuller, broader, the latest Moody catalog. 
more successful life for you. Name. 
Why not treat yourself to the full story of Moody student life . . . 


use the coupon to get your FREE copy of “Through the Arch,” 
a picture tour of MBI, and also the current Moody catalog. 























